CHAPTER TWENT-FOUR

William Henry Decker, Jr.

William And Margaretta Decker’s Son
William Henry Decker was born November 27, 1864 in New Jersey,! presumably, Taylor Town, Pequannock
Township, Morris County. William Henry Decker’s parents were William and Margaretta Decker.? However,
no birth records have been found for William Henry Decker; therefore, it is not known where he was born in
New Jersey or exactly who his parents were. William Henry Decker is presumed to have been born in Taylor
Town, Pequannock Township, Morris County because that is where his sisters, Rachell and Rossella were born.3
Actually, there is no direct proof that the parents of Rachel and Rossella Decker, (i.e. William and Margaretta
Decker) are the same people who gave birth to William Henry Decker, i.e. William and Margaretta Decker. It is
possible that were two sets of parents, each with the name William and Margaretta Decker. Still, there is a rea-
sonable amount of evidence to indicate that William Henry Decker’s parents were in fact the parents of Rachel
and Rossella Decker.*

There are only five documents which reference William Decker marriage to Margaretta Preston. Two documents
are birth records for Rachell and Rossella Decker. These documents indicate that a William Decker and Mar-
garetta Preston where Rachell and Rossella Decker’s parents. These documents do not prove that William Decker
and Margaretta Preston were William Henry Decker’s parents. The other two documents consist of William
Henry Decker’ Obituary and death certificate. William Henry Decker’s death certificate and obituary indicates
he was born November 27, 1864 in New Jersey and his parents were William Decker and Maragretta Preston.
The information in the obituary and death certificate was provided by William Henry Decker’s children. Natu-
rally, they would have received the information from their parents, William Henry and Eliza Jane Decker. Still,
the information in William Henry Decker’Os obituary and death certificate may not be reliable since his children
may not have received correct information. The last document is the marriage record for William Henry Decker
and Eliza Jane Hare. That document indicates that William Henry Decker’s parents were Wm Decker and Mar-
garetta Preston. The marriage record should be reliable since William Henry Decker would have provided the
information himself and he certainly should have known whether the information was true.

It is thought that William Henry Decker’s father died, or divorced his wife, Margaretta. However, no death
record, divorce document or any other document, except for one, has been found which indicates what happened
to William Henry Decker’s father, William Decker.

! Census of 1870 Franillin Township, Dekalb County, Illinois; William Decker’s Obituary, The Constitution, July
29, 1951; William Decker’s Death Certificate; Buchanan County Marriage Records.

2 William Henry Decker’s Obituary, The Conservative, July 29, 1951, Independence, lowa; Rossella Decker’s birth

record, No. Z2-2248, New Jersey Archives, Trenton, New Jersey; Rachel Decker’s birth record, No. Z2-229, New Jersey Archives,
Trenton, New Jersey; The Census of 1870 for Franklin Township, Dekalb County, Illinois; 1951; 1870 Census for Kingston Township,
Dekalb County, Illinois; William Decker’s Death Certificate; Buchanan County Marriage Records; Erusla Decker’s headstone, Ceme-
tery, South Grove Township, Dekalb County, Illinois; The Portrait and Biographical Album of Dekalb County, Illinois, 1883, page
334; Application for Probate of Will dated April 14, 1890, Phebe Adkins, Deceased, Book D of Renunciations and Applications, Page
17; Phebe Adkins’ Will [S 526] dated August 26, 1887, Petition to Probate Phebe Adkins’ Will dated April 14, 1870, Documents filed
313-9, Morris County Clerk’s Office, Morristown, New Jersey.

3 Rossella Decker’s birth record, No. Z2-2248, New Jersey Archives, Trenton, New Jersey; Rachel Decker’s birth
record, No. Z2-229, New Jersey Archives, Trenton, New Jersey.

4 William Henry Decker’s Obituary, The Conservative, July 29, 1951, Independence, lowa; Rossella Decker’s birth

record, No. Z2-2248, New Jersey Archives, Trenton, New Jersey; Rachel Decker’s birth record, No. Z2-229, New Jersey Archives,
Trenton, New Jersey; The Census of 1870 for Franklin Township, Dekalb County, Illinois; 1951; 1870 Census for Kingston Township,
Dekalb County, Illinois; William Decker’s Death Certificate; Buchanan County Marriage Records; Erusla Decker’s headstone, Ceme-
tery, South Grove Township, Dekalb County, Illinois; The Portrait and Biographical Album of Dekalb County, Illinois, 1883, page
334; Application for Probate of Will dated April 14, 1890, In re Phebe Adkins, deceased, Book D of Renunciations and Applications,
Page 17; Phebe Adkins’ Will [S 526] dated August 26, 1887, Petition to Probate Phebe Adkins’ Will dated April 14, 1870, Documents
filed 313-9, Morris County Clerk’s Office, Morristown, New Jersey.
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There is a probate document which provides some evidence to support the argument that William Henry Decker’s
father died. During the probate of Phebe Adkins® Will in 1890, the Executor of her will, Ward Akins, set forth
Phebe’s next of kin in a Proof of Heirship.> Among those identified were the children of Phebe Adkins’ deceased
son, William Decker.® The children were identified as [Zulah?] Decker, granddaughter; William Decker, grandson
and Rachel Decker, granddaughter.” Zulah Decker may be a misspelled version of Rossella Decker’s name.
Rossella Decker may have also been known as Ursula or Ersula, and therefore, Zulah may have been a misspelled
version of Ursula or Ersula.

In any case, by 1868 Margaretta Preston-Decker had moved to Kingston Township, Dekalb County, Illinois with
her children, Rachel Decker, William Decker and probably Rosella Decker.2 Margaretta (Preston) Decker married
Royal S. Fuller on April 21, 1866 in Dekalb County® and had two children with him.%° The Census of 1870 for
Franillin Township shows Margaretta, age 28 living with Royal S. Fuller, age 53.* The Census shows that Royal
and Joal, age 18, worked in a quarry.? Also living in Royal Fuller’s household was Rachel Decker, age 7; William
Decker, age 5 and Hanna A. Fuller, age 2.13 Margaretta’s daughter, Rossella Decker, is noticeably absent from
the Census.* The 1870 Census shows that Margaretta, Rachel and William were all born in New Jersey, while
Joal M. and Hanna A. were born in Illinois, and everyone in the household is listed as White, not Indian.® The
1870 indicates William’s race was white, not Indian.*®

By 1880, William Henry Decker was living with his grandparents, Amasa and Rachel Preston.'” William was
16 years old, single and a farm laborer.® William is identified as Amasa and Rachel Preston’s grandson in the
1880 Census.*

In 1885, William Henry Decker moved to lowa. William’ Obituary states that “He had lived in Buchanan and
Fayette counties since 1885.72° It is unknown exactly when William moved to Iowa or for what reason.

5 Application for Probate of Will dated April 14, 1890, Phebe Adkins, Deceased, Book D of Renunciations and Ap-

plications, Page 17; Phebe Adkins’ Will [S 526] dated August 26, 1887, Petition to Probate Phebe Adkins’ Will dated April 14, 1870,
Documents filed 313-9, Morris County Clerk’s Office, Morristown, New Jersey.

6 Application for Probate of Will dated April 14, 1890, Phebe Adkins, Deceased, Book D of Renunciations and Ap-
plications, Page 17; Phebe Adkins’ Will [S 526] dated August 26, 1887, Petition to Probate Phebe Adkins’ Will dated April 14, 1870,
Documents filed 313-9, Morris County Clerk’s Office, Morristown, New Jersey.

7 Application for Probate of Will dated April 14, 1890, Phebe Adkins, Deceased, Book D of Renunciations and Ap-
plications, Page 17; Phebe Adkins’ Will [S 526] dated August 26, 1887, Petition to Probate Phebe Adkins’ Will dated April 14, 1870,
Documents filed 313-9, Morris County Clerk’s Office, Morristown, New Jersey.

8 1870 Census for Kingston Township, Dekalb County, Illinois.

o Royal Fuller and Mrs. Margaret Decker’s Marriage Certificate, Book C - Page 124, Dekalb County, Illinois.

10 1870 Census for Kingston Township, Dekalb County, Illinois.

1 1870 Census for Franillin Township, Dekalb County, Illinois, Page 25.

12 1870 Census for Franillin Township, Dekalb County, Illinois, Page 25.

13 1870 Census for Franillin Township, Dekalb County, Illinois, Page 25.

14 1870 Census for Franillin Township, Dekalb County, Illinois, Page 25.

15 1870 Census for Franillin Township, Dekalb County, Illinois, Page 25.

16 1870 Census for Franillin Township, Dekalb County, Illinois, Page 25.

1 1880 Census for Kingston Township, Dekalb County, Illinois, Page 107.

18 1880 Census for Kingston Township, Dekalb County, Illinois, Page 107.

» 1880 Census for Kingston Township, Dekalb County, Illinois, Page 107.

20 William Henry Decker’s Obituary, The Conservative, July 29, 1952, Independence, lowa.
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On December 16, 1890, William Henry Decker married Eliza Jane Hare.? This date was ten years “prior” to the
date identified in Eliza Jane (Hare) Decker’ Obituary which was published in the Conservative. The Bulletin
Journal only published the year Eliza Jane married William and the year, 1890, was correct. The witnesses to
their marriage were Eliza Jane Hare’s parents, George and Lucinda Hare.?? When they were married, William
Decker was 27 years old and Eliza Jane Hare was 19.2 Their marriage was the first for both.* Eliza Jane was
William’s only wife.?® At the time they were married, William and Eliza Jane were both living in Byron Town-
ship, lowa and William’s occupation was farming while no occupation was listed for Eliza Jane.? Their marriage
record identifies William’s and Eliza Jane’s race and color as White / Caucasian.?” Their marriage record indicates
that William Decker was born in New Jersey and that his parents were William Decker and Margaretta Preston.?®
Their marriage record also indicates that Eliza Jane Hare was born in Nebraska and her parents were George
Hare and Lucinda (Campbell) Hare.?

2 Marriage Records, Buchanan County, lowa; Buchanan County marriage records listed their marriage as follows:

Book 8- Page 561 Eliza J. Hare and William Decker December 16, 1890.

2 Marriage Records, Buchanan County, Iowa.
23 Marriage Records, Buchanan County, lowa.
24 Marriage Records, Buchanan County, lowa.
e Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.

% Marriage Records, Buchanan County, lowa.
27

Marriage Records, Buchanan County, lowa.

According to Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold, Nora (Decker) Reinhold told Josephine that Nora’s father's father
(William Decker, Sr.) was married to a Sioux, though Josephine doubts there are any records which substantiates the
Indian lineage. Still, Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold, said, she always heard that Nora (Decker) Reinhold was
9/10 of everything, plus 1/10 Sioux.

According to Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns, she always heard that her grandfather, William Henry Decker, had
Indian blood in him, possibly Sioux, but she never heard any more information about where the Indian blood came
from. In addition, according to Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns, Nora (Decker) Reinhold said, William Decker did
not tell his wife, Eliza Jane, about the Indian blood until after they were married. As a result, Eliza Jane would not
let her children meet William Decker’s other relatives who lived around the Independence area. Further, Carrie
Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns never did find out who those relatives where.

Lawrence Reinhold did extensive research on William and Margarete Decker’s family backgrounds. It appears that
Margaretta Anna Preston's first husband was William Decker, Sr. However, there is no evidence of this marriage or
where it took place, if it took place. It is assumed that the marriage took place in New Jersey since Margaretta gave
birth to William H. Decker, Jr. on November 27, 1864 in New Jersey when she was 20 21 years old, and there are
birth records for two girls whose parents were William and Margaret Decker and other information, so it is very
likely that Margarete was married to William. Further, Royal Fuller and Margarete Decker’s marriage license indicates
Margarete’s last name was Decker not Preston. Also, no birth record was found for William Henry Decker, but that
does not mean that William and Margarete Decker were not his parents. In addition, it is thought that William Decker,
Sr. died, divorced or disappeared between March 1864 B March 1865, but there is no proof of this other than he
does appear on any records which have been located to date.

Lawrence Reinhold did not find any reference to any Indian heritage in either William Decker’s or Margarete (Pre-
ston) Decker’s background. However, since no records regarding William Henry Decker’s birth and no records re-
garding his father, William Decker, have been found, there is always the possibility that William Henry Decker could
have Indian heritage derived from either William Decker’s involvement with an Indian women or Margarete (Preston)
Decker’s involvement with an Indian man. As Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns said, “There were a lot of Indians
around at the time.” Further, if William Henry Decker was part Indian, he most likely was not broadcasting the in-
formation to the World, especially given the times.

28 Marriage Records, Buchanan County, lowa.

2 Marriage Records, Buchanan County, lowa.
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Eliza Jane Hare is identified in various documents by different version of her name. She was known as “Jane”
by family members. Vital records (births & marriages) for her children either referred to her as “Eliza or Jane.”
In her obituary published in the The Conservative, the newspaper states that she was born “Ella.” Her obituary
published in the Bulletin Journal identifies Eliza Jane as “Eliza.” William and Eliza Jane Decker’s marriage li-
cense and Eliza Jane’s grave stone both identify her as “Eliza.” William Decker’s obituary referred to Eliza Jane
as “Jane.” William’s Obituary states “[h]e married Miss Jane Hare. . . .” The reference to “Ella” in the The Con-
servative is the only source found where Eliza Jane is referred to “Ella.” All other references have identified her
as Eliza, Eliza Jane, Jane or Liza.

William Decker mostly worked as a laborer through-out his life.3° Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns does not
think that he had much of a formal education.?* She believes his lack of a formal education was one reason he
could never get a good job.3? However, William did drive a car.*

Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns explained that William Henry Decker tried to farm at least once, but he did not
operate the farm very long.3* He farmed land in Fayette County, north of Oran, Towa.3> He rented the land he
was farming.3¢ He also worked as a farm laborer and was working as a farm laborer when his daughter, Bernice
was born.*’

William Decker also worked for the railroad companies.*® According to Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns, William
told her that, when he was working the railroad section, he would get water from springs by her house south of
Hazelton in Buchanan County, lowa. Of course this was before, Clarence and Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kern’s
owned the farm house.*® Carrie Lucille explained that there were springs near their farm house and that small
sheds had been built over the springs.** She explained that when she and her husband lived on the property, she
used the springs as a refrigerator to keep their milk and food cool.*?

William and Eliza Jane (Hare) Decker were more on the quite side and a little hard to get to know.** However,
they were pleasant people and treat their grandchildren well both as children and as adults.*

30 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns; William Henry Decker’s Death Certificate, No.52C-*»-459, Johnson County,
Iowa.
31 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.
32 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.
33 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.
34 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.
3 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.
36 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.
37 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.
38 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.
i Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.
40 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.
4 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.
42 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.
43 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.
44 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.
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William and Eliza Jane (Hare) Decker had eight (8) children all of whom are identified in the following two ta-
bles.* There was a 21-year span of time between the oldest and youngest child. Also, William was 8 years older

than Eliza Jane.
ELIZA JAN AND WILLIAM DECKER’S CHILDREN
Name Date of Birth Place of Birth Date of Death Place of Death
. Independence Medford
Nora Melissa 04/13/1892 Buchanan County, lowa 04/20/1962 Taylor County, Wisconsin
Independence Oran
Luella MayElla May | 10/31/1893 Buchanan County, Towa 08/24/1914 Fayette County, lowa
Waterloo
Stella Ethel 10/01/189510/00/1894 | Buchanan County, lowa 09/06/1958 Blackhawk County, lowa
. Hudson Independence
Ralph Richard 0772171897 Blackhawk County, lowa 08/15/1981 Buchanan County, lowa
Independence Waterloo
Harvey Burton 06/06/1900 Buchanan County, lowa 07/29/1954 Blackhawk County, lowa
. Independence Pocahontas
Bessie I 172771902 Buchanan County, lowa 08/03/1989 Pocahontas County, lowa
. Independence Oeclwein
Rosie Belle 1172071904 Buchanan County, lowa 03/25/1995 Fayette County, lowa
Swansboro, Onslow County,
. Fairbank North Carolina
Bernice 01/29/1913 Buchanan County, Towa 01/11/1999 Camp Lejeune,
North Caroline area
ELIZA JANE AND WILLIAM DECKERS CHILDREN
BO Child DOB Father’s Age Mother’s Age
DOB DOB
11/27/1864 09/15/1872
1 Nora Melissa 04/13/1892 27 19
2 Luella MayElla May 10/31/1893 28 21
3 Stella Ethel 10/01/189510/00/1894 30 23
4 Ralph Richard 07/21/1897 32 24
5 Harvey Burton 06/06/1900 35 27
6 Bessie 1. 11/27/1902 38 30
7 Rosie Belle 11/20/ 1904 39 32
8 Bernice 01/29/1913 48 41

William H. and Eliza J. (Hare) Decker appear on the 1895 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County,
Towa with two children.*® William is list as 30 years old and born in New Jersey.*’ Eliza is listed as 22 and born
in Nebraska.*® Their children (Nora, age 2, and Ella, age 1) are listed as born in Buchanan County, lowa.*

45 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns; Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold; Eliza Jane Decker’s Obituary, The Conser-

vative, March 4, 1936, Independence, lowa; Eliza Jane Decker’s Obituary, The Bulletin-Journal, March 12, 1936, lowa; William
Henry Decker’s Obituary, The Conservative, July 29, 1952, Independence, lowa; 1895 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan
County, Iowa; 1900 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, Iowa.

6 1895 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, lowa.

47 1895 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, lowa.

8 1895 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, Iowa.

e 1895 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, lowa.
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William and Eliza Jane (Hare) Decker also appear on the 1900 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan
County, lowa. By 1900, William and Eliza listed four children, though the Census also indicates Eliza was the
mother of five living children.>® William is listed as 35 years old and head of household.*® Eliza is listed as
Williams wife, age 26.%2 The Census indicates William and Eliza were married nine (9) years.>® Their children
identified in the Census are Nora, age 8, born April 1892; Ella, age 6, born October 1893; Stella, age 5, born
October 1894; and Ralph, age 2, born July 1897.>* All their children are listed as born in lowa.>® The 1900 Census
indicates that William Decker was born November 1864 in New Jersey and that his father and mother were both
born in New Jersey.>® The Census also indicates that Eliza Decker was born September 1873 in Nebraska and
that her father was born in New Jersey while her mother was born in Pennsylvania.>

William H. & Eliza J. (Hare)Decker appears on the 1920 Census for Oran Township, Fayette County, lowa.>®
William is listed as head of household, white, age 53.5° His occupation is listed as Section Foreman, though the
writing is very hard to read.®° He could read and write English.®* Willia’s parents were born in the United States
and William was born in New Jersey.®? [Lucinda ?] J is listed as his wife.®® However, her name is extremely dif-
ficult to read.®* Most likely Lucinda J. was Eliza J., William’s wife, and therefore, Lucinda will be identified as
Eliza in this paragraph. She is identified as white, age 47.% She could read and write English, and her occupation
is listed as farmer, general farming.®® Eliza’s father was born in New Jersey and her mother was born in Ne-
braska.®” Eliza is also shown as having been born in Nebraska.® William and Eliza (Hare) Decker’s children are
identified as Ralph R, age 22; Harvey B., age 19, Bessie I. or L., age 17; Rossie B, age 15 and Mary Ann B., age
7.%° Mary Ann B. is probably their daughter, Bernice.

William H. and Eliza J. (Hare) Decker appears on the 1930 Census for Oelwein City, Jefferson Township, Fayette
County, lowa.”® William is shown with his wife, Jane, and granddaughter, Hilda Miller, age 16.”* William was
65 years old and Eliza Jane was 57. William is listed as having been born in New Jersey.”? William father is
listed as having been born in Germany and his mother is listed as having been born in New Jersey.” Eliza Jane

50 1900 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, lowa.

51 1900 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, Iowa.

52 1900 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, lowa.

53 1900 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, lowa.

4 1900 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, Iowa.

5 1900 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, lowa.

56 1900 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, lowa.

7 1900 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, Iowa.

58

1920 Census for Oran Township, Fayette County, lowa, Page 8A.
59 1920 Census for Oran Township, Fayette County, lowa, Page 8A.

60

1920 Census for Oran Township, Fayette County, lowa, Page SA.

61

1920 Census for Oran Township, Fayette County, lowa, Page 8A.
62 1920 Census for Oran Township, Fayette County, lowa, Page 8A.

63

1920 Census for Oran Township, Fayette County, lowa, Page SA.

64

1920 Census for Oran Township, Fayette County, lowa, Page 8A.
65 1920 Census for Oran Township, Fayette County, lowa, Page 8A.

66

1920 Census for Oran Township, Fayette County, lowa, Page SA.

67

1920 Census for Oran Township, Fayette County, lowa, Page 8A.
68 1920 Census for Oran Township, Fayette County, lowa, Page 8A.

69

1920 Census for Oran Township, Fayette County, lowa, Page SA.

70

1930 Census for Oelwein City, Jefferson Township, Fayette County, lowa, Page 253.
& 1930 Census for Oelwein City, Jefferson Township, Fayette County, lowa, Page 253.

72

1930 Census for Oelwein City, Jefferson Township, Fayette County, lowa, Page 253.

73

1930 Census for Oelwein City, Jefferson Township, Fayette County, lowa, Page 253.

221



is listed as having been born in Nebraska.” Her father is listed as having been born in New York and her mother
in Pennsylvania.”” William’s occupation is listed as Foreman—Roundhouse.”

Eliza Jane (Hare) Decker was a housewife.”” According to Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns, women did not work
much outside the home at that time.”® Eliza took in washing to earn extra money, but she did not have a garden.”®
While William and Eliza Jane lived in Oelwein their home was too small to have a garden.®® Carrie Lucille
thinks that Eliza Jane probably canned food when their children were growing up.8!

Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns went on to explain that William and Eliza Jane (Hare) Decker moved around
quite a bit, but a lot of the moving occurred during the Depression.®2 America’s Great Depression is regarded as
having begun in 1929 with the Stock Market crash and ended in 1941 with America’s entry into World War II.

She said, they finally settled down in Oelwein, lowa.® Carrie Lucille went on to say that, during the Depression,
William and Eliza Decker’s son, Ralph, brought them groceries, and Ralph looked after them for a while during
the Depression while they lived in Oelwein, lowa.®* Ralph and his wife, Emma, lived in Oelwein for 60 years.®>
Finally, when William’s and Eliza’s health began to fail, both of them moved to Independence, Buchanan County,
Towa to live with their daughter, Stella Downing.2

Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns remembers William and Eliza Jane (Hare) Decker visiting Carl Oscar and Nora
(Decker) Reinhold in Medford, Wisconsin.®” She remembers her parents driving William and Eliza around her
parents’ local area sight-seeing.® However, she does not recall that William and Eliza travel much.® Mostly,
William and Eliza stayed around their home area, as Carrie Lucille recalls.*

Eliza Jane (Hare) Decker died of a stroke of paralysis on March 4, 1936 at 11:40 pm at her home 7 miles north
of Independence, Hazleton Township, Buchannan County, Iowa.”* William & Eliza Jane (Hare) Decker were
living with their daughter, Stella, at the time Eliza Jane died.*? Eliza’s death record states that she died on March
4, 1936 of a cerebral hemorrhage.” Eliza’s death record also indicates that she was born September 15, 1872 in

4 1930 Census for Oelwein City, Jefferson Township, Fayette County, lowa, Page 253.

& 1930 Census for Oelwein City, Jefferson Township, Fayette County, lowa, Page 253.

76 1930 Census for Oelwein City, Jefferson Township, Fayette County, lowa, Page 253.

7 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns; [add Eliza’s obit]

78 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.

9 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.

80 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.

81 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.

82 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.

83 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.

84 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.

85 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns; Ralph’s obit; 1930 census

86 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns; William Henry Decker’s Obituary, The Conservative, July 29, 1952, Independ-
ence, lowa.

87 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.

8 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.

8 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.

9% Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.

a Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.; Eliza Jane Decker’s Death Record, Book 7, Page 52 Buchanan County Court

House, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa; Eliza Jane (Hare) Decker’s Obituary, The Conservative, March 4, 1936, Independence,
Iowa; Eliza Jane (Hare) Decker’s Obituary, The Bulletin-Journal, March 12, 1936, Iowa.

2 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.; William Henry Deckers Obituary, The Conservative, July 29, 1952, Independ-
ence, lowa.
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Death Record
Of Past Week§

THQSE WHO HAVE PASSED ON |!

Giving List Of Those Who . Have
Answered The ~Final Summons
Since Our Last Report.

Mrs. Wm. Decker,

As briefly announced in the last
jssue of the Bulletin-Journal, Mrs.
William Decker ' died Wednesday
evening, March 4, 1936, at 11:40
o'clock at her home 7 miles north»‘
east ‘of town, as the result of a
stroke of paralysis on Monday. She
had been in failing health for over
two years. The funeral services
were held in the Swan & Leytze;

funeral home Sunday afternoon.
The Rev. L. A. Miller , officiated.
Burial was in Wilson cemetery.

tended.

.She was born Eliza Jane .T. Hare,,
‘daughter of George and Lucinda
Hare, in Seward county, Nebraska, |
Sept. 15, 1872. When she was two
years old the family moved to Ill-
inois, going there in a covered
wagon. They moved to Buchanan
county in 1884, and she lived in
this . vicinity. practically : all - the
time since then. She was married
in Independence in 1890, to Wil-
liam Decker, who survives her.
Others surviving are five daugh-
ters and two sons, Mrs. Oscar Rein-

|

|

The services were very laxgel} at,-i
|

Downing,
Decker, Oelwein;
Mrs. F. R. Rankin, Mrs. George
Siglin, Waterloo; Mrs. G. I. Car-
penter, Fairbank. One daughter
Ella died on Aug. 26, 1914, at
Oran.  Also four brothers.and twd;
‘sisters -survive her: James and
Delbert Hare, Independence;
Charles Hare, - Hazleton; Arthur
Hare, Lyman; Esther Mishler, Oel-
‘wein; Mrs. Julia Fuller, Oelwein,
also eleven grandchildren and one
great-grandchild.

Mrs. Decker’s many friends were
grieved to learn of her death and
unite in sympathy to the sorrowing

Harvey Decker,

S— A

MRS. WM. DECKER
DIE \Z/ DEESD%Y

After failing in health foy over
two _years, Mrs. W1lliam Decker,
64, of Hazleton towmship, passed
away at her home about seven
miles north of Independence, last
Wednesday night. Her sad demise
came after a stroke suffered on
Monay night.

Funeral services - were held
from the Swan & Leytze funeral
home at 2 p. m. Sunday, with
Rev. L. A, Miller, pastor of the
First Baptist church in this city,
in charge of the rites. Interment
was at Wilson cemetery, two
miles east of Independence,

Mrs. Decker was born as Ella
Hare on September 15th, 1872, in
Seward county, Neb. the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. George Hare.
When but two years of age, her
family moved in a covered wagon
from Nebraska to Illinois. 1In
1884 they came to Buchanan
county, where she had lived most
of the time since. Her marriage to
William Decker occurred here in
Independence in 1900.

Her husband survives with five

daughterg and two sons: Mrg, A,
H. DOWmng city; Mrs. Oscar
Reinhold, Medford, Wis.; Ralph

Decker, Oelwein; Harley Decker,
Mrs. F. R. Rankin, Mrs. George
Siglin, Waterloo; and Mrs. G. 1.
Carpenter, Fairbank.
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Nebraska, she married in
Washington Township and her
occupation was housework.%*
Her father’s place of birth was
New York and her mother’s
maiden name was Lucinda
Campbell.*> Eliza Jane (Hare)
Decker was buried in Wilson
Cemetery on March 8, 1936.%
Her husband, William Decker
provided the information in
Eliza’s death record.”” At the
time he provided the informa-
tion, he was living in Inde-
pendence.*®

Eliza Jane (Hare) Decker’s
Obituaries as they appeared in
The Bulletin-Journal®® and The
Conservative'® have been re-
typed in their entirety and are
set forth below.

William Henry Decker died July 24, 1952 of post-operative hemorrhage due to

trans

hral prostatic section and benign prostatic hypertrophy'®® in the State

University of lowa Hospital, lowa City, Johnson County, [owa.’? Seven hours
(7) passed from the onset of his cause of death until he died.’®® An autopsy was

Family.

72 Eliza Jane Decker’s Death Record, Book 7, Page 52 Buchanan County Court House, Recorders Office, Independ-
ence, lowa

4 Eliza Jane Decker’s Death Record, Book 7, Page 52 Buchanan County Court House, Recorders Office, Independ-
ence, lowa

5 Eliza Jane Decker’s Death Record, Book 7, Page 52 Buchanan County Court House, Recorders Office, Independ-
ence, lowa

96 Eliza Jane Decker’s Death Record, Book 7, Page 52 Buchanan County Court House, Recorders Office, Independ-
ence, lowa

a7 Eliza Jane Decker’s Death Record, Book 7, Page 52 Buchanan County Court House, Recorders Office, Independ-
ence, lowa

98 Eliza Jane Decker’s Death Record, Book 7, Page 52 Buchanan County Court House, Recorders Office, Independ-
ence, lowa

9 Eliza Jane (Hare) Decker’s Obituary, The Bulletin-Journal, March 12, 1936, lowa.

100 Eliza Jane (Hare) Decker’s Obituary, The Conservative, March 4, 1936, Independence, lowa

101 William Henry Decker’s Death Certificate, No.52C-*>-459, Johnson County, lowa.

102
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William Henry Decker’s Death Certificate, No.52C-*»-459, Johnson County, lowa.



8 The Conservative
Independence, Iowa July 29

William Decker
Died Thursday;
Services Sunday

Funeral services for William
H. Decker, 87, were held Sunday,
July 27, at the Swan Funeral home
in Independence. Burial was in
Wilson cemetery. The Rev. K. G.
Rumppe officiated.

Mr. Decker died Thursday,
July 24, at Iowa City, following
an extended illness. He had
made his home with his daugh-
ter, Mrs. Stella Downing, in
Washington township.

Mr. Decker was born Nov. 27,
1864 in New Jersey, the son of
William and Margaret Decker. He
had lived in Buchanan and Fay-
=tte counties since 1885. He mar-
ried Miss Jane Hare who died in
1936.

He is survived by seven child-
ren: Mrs. Nora Reinholt of Med-
ford, Wis., Mrs. Stella Downing,
Independence, Harvey Decker,
Waterloo, Ralph Decker and Mrs.
Rose Carpenter, Oelwein, Mrs.
Bessie Rankin and Mrs. Bernice
Siglin, Laurens; 11 grandchildren:
23 great grandchildren; and two
half-brothers, John Fuller of Wat-
erloo and Ben Fuller of Kansas.

conducted and found benign prostatic hypertrophy.1%

When he died, William Henry Decker was 87 year old and a retired la-
borer.1% At the time of his death, his residence was RFD, Independence,
Buchanan County, lowa.'% His death certificate indicates that he was
born November 27, 1864 in New Jersey to William Decker and Margaret
Preston.’” William was a widower when he died.'® He was also a United
States Citizen.® William’s daughter, Stella Downing, provided the in-
formation on William Henry Decker’s death certificate.®

William Henry Decker’s Obituary as written in The Conservative!*! has
been retype in its entirety and is set forth below,

William Henry and Eliza Jane (Hare) Decker share a headstone. Their
headstone indicates that William was born in 1864 and died in 1952; and
that Eliza Jane was born in 1872 and died in 1936.
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William Henry Decker’s Death Certificate, No.52C-52-459, Johnson County, lowa.
William Henry Decker’s Death Certificate, No.52C-*>-459, Johnson County, lowa.
William Henry Decker’s Death Certificate, No.52C-*»-459, Johnson County, lowa.
William Henry Decker’s Death Certificate, No.52C-52-459, Johnson County, lowa.
William Henry Decker’s Death Certificate, No.52C-*>-459, Johnson County, lowa.
William Henry Decker’s Death Certificate, No.52C-*»-459, Johnson County, lowa.
William Henry Decker’s Death Certificate, No.52C-52-459, Johnson County, lowa.
William Henry Decker’s Death Certificate, No.52C-*>-459, Johnson County, lowa.
William Henry Decker’s Obituary, The Conservative, July 29, 1952, Independence, lowa.
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Luella “Ella” May (Decker) Miller
William Henry and Eliza Jane Decker’s daughter
Luella Decker was born October 31, 189312 in Independence, Buchanan County, lowa.'** Luella Decker is iden-
tified in various documents by various versions of her name, including Luella Mae Decker,!'* Luella May
Decker''® and Ella Decker.*'® Hereafter, she will be referred to as Ella Decker.

Ella Decker was the daughter of William Henry Decker and Eliza Jane Hare,*” and appears with her parents on
the 1895 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, lowa.'*® William is listed as 30 years old and
born in New Jersey.™ Eliza is listed as 22 and born in Nebraska.'® Their children (Nora, age 2 and Ella, age 1)
are listed as born in Buchanan County, lowa.!?

Ella Decker also appears with her parents, William and Eliza Jane (Hare) Decker, on the 1900 Census for Wash-
ington Township, Buchanan County, lowa.'?? By 1900, William and Eliza listed four children, though the Census
also indicates Eliza was the mother of five living children.!?® William is listed as 35 years old and head of house-
hold.*** Eliza is listed as William’s wife, age 26.1% The Census indicates William and Eliza were married nine
(9) years.'?® Their children identified in the Census are Nora, age 8, born April 1892; Ella, age 6, born October
1893; Stella, age 5, born October 1894; and Ralph, age 2, born July 1897.17” All their children are listed as born
in lowa.!?8

112 Luella Decker’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 2, Page 172, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office, West

Union, Towa; 1900 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, lowa.

113 Affidavit and Return of Marriage for George D. Miller and Ella Decker, #366, Marriages, Book 14, Page 366,
Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa; 1895 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County,
Towa; 1900 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, lowa.

114 Hilda J. Fox’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 2001, Page 0717-1, Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office,
West Union, Iowa.

15 Hilda Jane Miller’s Marriage Record, Marriage Book 14, Page 387, Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office,

West Union, lowa; Ira William Miller’s Birth Record, Births, Book 4, Page 88, Bucahanan County Court House, Recorders Office, In-
dependence, lowa; Ira William Miller’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 3, Page 119, Bucahanan County Court House, Recorders Office,
Independence, Iowa.

116 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns; 1895 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, lowa; 1900 Census

for Washington Township, Buchanan County, lowa; Affidavit and Return of Marriage for George D. Miller and Ella Decker, #3660,
Marriages, Book 14, Page 366, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, Iowa; Ella A. Miller’s Death Record,
Deaths, Book 2, Page 172, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office, West Union, lowa; George Miller’s Obituary, Oelwein Daily
Register, May 9, 1923, Oelwein, lowa.

17 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns; Affidavit and Return of Marriage for George D. Miller and Ella Decker, #3606,
Marriages, Book 14, Page 366, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, Iowa; 1895 Census for Washington
Township, Buchanan County, Iowa; 1900 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, lowa; Eliza Jane Decker’s Obituary,
The Bulletin-Journal, March 12, 1936.

118 1895 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, lowa.

19 1895 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, lowa.

120 1895 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, Iowa.

121 1895 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, lowa.

122 1900 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, lowa.

123 1900 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, Iowa.

124 1900 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, lowa.

125 1900 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, lowa.

126 1900 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, Iowa.

127 1900 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, lowa.

128 1900 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, lowa.
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Ella Decker married George David Miller on November 1, 1910 in Independence, Buchanan County, lowa.?

At the time George and Ella applied for the marriage license, George was 21 years old, but Ella was only 17.13°
Their marriage license was issued on Ella’s birthday, October 31, 1910.%3 According to their Return of Marriage,
George would have been 21 at his next birth day and Ella would have been 18.12 Actually, Ella was 18 years
old when she married George. She would have been 19 on her next birthday, not 18 as their Return of Marriage
indicates. Their marriage was Ella’s first!3 and it is assumed their marriage was George’s first also since their
Return of Marriage does not say.’®* Both George and Ella are described as white and living in Independence,
Iowa when they married.’>> George’s occupation is listed as laborer.'*® There is no indication of what Ella’s oc-
cupation was when she married.®®” Ella’s mother, Mrs. Jane Decker, provided the consent to marriage and was
one of the witnesses for the wedding of Georg and Ella.'*® The other witness was James McBride, the Justice of
the Peace and the person officiating at their wedding.'* Ella’s parents are listed as William Decker and Jane
Hare.» Ella’s place of birth is shown as Independence, lowa.}*! George Miller’s parents are listed as Ira S.
Miller and Lucy Owens.»*? George Miller was born December 26, 188914 in Urbana, Benton County, lowa,*
not May 26, 1889 as indicated in the body of text in George’s Obituary.#

129 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns; Affidavit and Return of Marriage for George D. Miller and Ella Decker, #3606,
Marriages, Book 14, Page 366, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.
130 Affidavit and Return of Marriage for George D. Miller and Ella Decker, #366, Marriages, Book 14, Page 366,

Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa; 1895 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County,
Towa; 1900 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, lowa

131 Affidavit and Return of Marriage for George D. Miller and Ella Decker, #366, Marriages, Book 14, Page 366,
Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa; 1895 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County,
Towa; 1900 Census for Washington Township, Buchanan County, lowa

132 Affidavit and Return of Marriage for George D. Miller and Ella Decker, #366, Marriages, Book 14, Page 366,
Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa

133 Affidavit and Return of Marriage for George D. Miller and Ella Decker, #366, Marriages, Book 14, Page 366,
Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa

134 Affidavit and Return of Marriage for George D. Miller and Ella Decker, #366, Marriages, Book 14, Page 366,
Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.

135 Affidavit and Return of Marriage for George D. Miller and Ella Decker, #366, Marriages, Book 14, Page 366,
Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.

136 Affidavit and Return of Marriage for George D. Miller and Ella Decker, #366, Marriages, Book 14, Page 366,
Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.

137 Affidavit and Return of Marriage for George D. Miller and Ella Decker, #366, Marriages, Book 14, Page 366,
Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.

138 Affidavit and Return of Marriage for George D. Miller and Ella Decker, #366, Marriages, Book 14, Page 366,
Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.

139 Affidavit and Return of Marriage for George D. Miller and Ella Decker, #366, Marriages, Book 14, Page 366,
Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.

140 Affidavit and Return of Marriage for George D. Miller and Ella Decker, #366, Marriages, Book 14, Page 366,
Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa

41 Affidavit and Return of Marriage for George D. Miller and Ella Decker, #366, Marriages, Book 14, Page 366,
Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa

142 Affidavit and Return of Marriage for George D. Miller and Ella Decker, #366, Marriages, Book 14, Page 366,
Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa

143 George D. Miller’s Death Record, Book 3 (1921-1935), Page 235, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office,
West Union, lowa

1a4 Affidavit and Return of Marriage for George D. Miller and Ella Decker, #366, Marriages, Book 14, Page 366,
Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa; George D. Miller’s Death Record, Book 3 (1921-1935), Page
235, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office, West Union, lowa

145 George Miller’s Obituary, Qelwein Daily Register, May 9, 1923, Oelwein, lowa
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George and Ella (Decker) Miller’s children would have had to been born between

George and Ella (Decker) Miller’s children would have had to been born between 1910 1914, the date they mar-
ried and the date Ella died. There were no Miller births, fathered by George Miller, recorded in Fayette County,
between the years 1914 1923. However, this could simply be the case of births not being registered, a common
practice. The records for “Delayed Births” were not checked for that same time frame.

George D. and Ella (Decker) Miller gave birth to Ira William Miller on November 26, 1911 in Washington Town-
ship, Independence, lowa. Ira William Miller was George D. and Ella Miller’s first child.**” Ira’s birth record
indicates his father was George D. Miller, White, born in Iowa and Luella Decker, White, born in lowa.*® George
was 22 years old when Ira was born and Ella was 18.1%° At the time Ira was born, George D. and Ella Miller’s
place of residence was Independence, lowa.'*® Tragically, Ira William Miller only lived 12 days.™! Ira died on
December 8, 1911 in Oran, lowa and was buried in Wilson Cemetery, Independence, lowa on December 8§,
1911.%52 His cause of death is listed as “premature birth - 8 months.”>3

Ira’s death record indicates his father was “J.D. Miller and his mother as Luella Decker.’> Obviously, Ira’s
death record contains a typo.'>> The J. D should have been written G. D.**® George Miller provided the informa-
tion in Ira’s death record, though the record states the informant was J.D. Miller.™>” George and Ella Miller were
living in Independence at the time Ira died.'*®

146 Ira William Miller’s Birth Record, Births, Book 4, Page 88, Bucahanan County Court House, Recorders Office,
Independence, Iowa; Ira William Miller’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 3, Page 119, Bucahanan County Court House, Recorders Of-
fice, Independence, Iowa

147 Ira William Miller’s Birth Record, Births, Book 4, Page 88, Bucahanan County Court House, Recorders Office,
Independence, Iowa

148 Ira William Miller’s Birth Record, Births, Book 4, Page 88, Bucahanan County Court House, Recorders Office,
Independence, Iowa

143 Ira William Miller’s Birth Record, Births, Book 4, Page 88, Bucahanan County Court House, Recorders Office,
Independence, lowa

150 Ira William Miller’s Birth Record, Births, Book 4, Page 88, Bucahanan County Court House, Recorders Office,

Independence, lowa; Ira William Miller’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 3, Page 119, Bucahanan County Court House, Recorders Of-
fice, Independence, lowa.

151 Ira William Miller’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 3, Page 119, Bucahanan County Court House, Recorders Office,
Independence, lowa.

152 Ira William Miller’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 3, Page 119, Bucahanan County Court House, Recorders Office,
Independence, lowa.

153 Ira William Miller’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 3, Page 119, Bucahanan County Court House, Recorders Office,
Independence, lowa.

154 Ira William Miller’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 3, Page 119, Bucahanan County Court House, Recorders Office,

Independence, lowa.

155 Ira William Miller’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 3, Page 119, Bucahanan County Court House, Recorders Office,
Independence, lowa.

156 Ira William Miller’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 3, Page 119, Bucahanan County Court House, Recorders Office,
Independence, lowa.

157 Ira William Miller’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 3, Page 119, Bucahanan County Court House, Recorders Office,
Independence, Iowa.

158 Ira William Miller’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 3, Page 119, Bucahanan County Court House, Recorders Office,

Independence, Iowa.
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George D. and Ella (Decker) Miller had possibly three daughters.? Hilda was their daughter who grew to adult-
hood.*®® Hilda Jane Miller (b: August 3, 1913 - d: July 3, 2001)** However, George and Ella possibly had two
other daughters who died in infancy.'®? Search results of vital records have accounted for one or possibly two
children from George and Ella Decker’s marriage.'®®

In 1913, Hilda was born at Brandon, in Buchanan County, located very near the Benton county line. One year
later in 1914, both Ella (Decker) Miller and an infant Miller died at Oran Township, Fayette County and both
were buried in Fairbank Cemetery.

Infant Miller (b: July 27, 1914 - d: July 29, 1914).1%* Infant Miller is presumed to be George and Ella Millers
child. However, there is no direct evidence that Infant Miller is their child.

Between November 1910 (George and Ella Miller’s marriage) and August 1913 (Hilda Miller’s birth) there was
plenty of time for George and Ella Miller to have had at least one other baby. According to the Wilson Cemetery
Listings, a “Baby Miller”®> is among those buried in Margaret (Preston) (Decker) Fuller’s burial lot.'®® There
is no further information on Baby Miller.’®” There is no birth or death dates for the baby, and there is no head
stone for Baby Miller.¢®

Margaret (Preston) (Decker)Fuller is Ella May Miller’s paternal grandmother - William Decker’s mother.
Since Baby Miller is buried with William Henry Decker’s mother, it seems likely that Baby Miller would have
been a relative of the Decker family. Possibly, Baby Miller is George and Ella Miller’s child. Further research
is needed to find out who Baby Miller was.

Ella (Decker) Miller may have given birth to a premature child approximately one month prior to Ella’ death.'”°
A death record for a two day old “Infant Miller” born July 27, 1914 and who died July 29, 1914 in Oran, Fayette
County, lowa was found.'” The infant’s cause of death is listed as premature birth.}’? According to the death

159 Infant Miller’s Death Record, Book 2, Page 172, Fayette county Court House, Recorders Office, West Union,
Iowa; George D. Miller’s Obituaries, Oelwein Daily Register, May 7, 1923, Oelwein, lowa and Oelwein Daily Register, May 9, 1923,
Oelwein, lowa.

160 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.

161 Hilda Jane Miller’s Death Record, Book 2001, Page 0717-1, Fayette County Court House, Recorders Office, West
Union, lowa; Hilda Jane and Alvin Fox’s Application For Marriage License and Return of Marriage, No. 11237, Marriage Book 14,
Page 387; Hilda Jane Fox’s Obituary, Oelwein Daily Register, July, 5, 2001, Oelwein, lowa.

162

George D. Miller’s Obituary, Oelwein Daily Register, May 9, 1923, Oelwein, lowa.

163 Lylia Hare.

164 Infant Miller’s Death Record, Book 2, Page 172, Fayette County Court House, Recorders Office, West Union,
Towa.

165 Buchanan County, Iowa Cemeteries - 1980, Page 296.

166 Margaret (Preston) Fuller Cemetery Card, Lot 15, Block 7, Addition 1, Wilson Cemetery, Sumner Township, Sec-

tion 2, Buchanan County, lowa.

167 Lylia Hare.

168 Buchanan County, lowa Cemeteries - 1980, Page 296.

169 William Henry Decker’s Obituary, The Conservative, July 29, 1951, Independence, lowa; William Deckers Death

Certificate; William and Eliza Jane (Hare) Decker’s Marriage Record, Buchanan County Marriage Records, Buchanan County, lowa.

170 Infant Millers Death Record, Deaths, Book 2, Page 172, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office, West Union,
lowa; Ella A. Miller’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 2, Page 172, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office, West Union, lowa.

71 Infant Miller’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 2, Page 172, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office, West
Union, lowa.

172 Infant Miller’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 2, Page 172, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office, West
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record, (which is located on same page as Ella Miller’s death record) Infant Miller is buried in Fairbank,
Buchanan County, lowa,'”® presumably in the Fairbank cemetery where Ella and George Miller are also buried.'’*
Infant Miller’s death record did not list a name for the baby or identify the baby’s sex.'”> Because Infant Miller
died at Oran and is buried at Fairbank, presumably the same cemetery as Ella and George Miller, it is believed
that this was Ella’s child, but there in no direct proof that Infant Miller is Ella’s child. Ella Miller died about
three weeks later.

A check was then run in the births records for Infant Miller to see if there was a name available, but there was
no record of the birth.?”® Therefore, it is also possible that there may not be a record for the mysterious “Baby
Miller” who is buried at Wilson Cemetery in Independence. Without dates, it will be difficult to match other
records with Baby Miller in order to determine Baby Miller’s identity or who Baby Miller’s parents were.

George Miller and his daughter, Hilda, lived in Waterloo, Towa after Ella died.!”” According to Carrie Lucille
(Reinhold) Kerns, she stopped to visit George and Hilda in Waterloo after Ella died. Carrie Lucille said, that she
probably did not go in the house, but her parents and her grandparents, William and Eliza Decker, did visit with
George and Hilda that day. Carrie Lucille when on to say that she did know how long George and his daughter
lived in Waterloo.

178 when

180

Ella (Decker) Miller died of pulmonary tuberculosis on August 24, 1914 in Oran, Fayette County, lowa.
her daughter, Hilda, was one year old'’® and three weeks after presumably giving birth to a premature baby.
Ella was only 20 years old when she died.’! She would have been 21 in October 1914.%8 She had only been
married to George for three years when she died in August, or four years in November.'® No obituary for Ella
(Decker) Miller was found.!® Ella (Decker) Miller is buried in Fairbank, Buchanan County, lowa.®> When Ella’s

Union, Iowa.

173 Infant Miller’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 2, Page 172, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office, West
Union, Iowa.

174 Ella A. Miller’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 2, Page 172, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office, West

Union, lowa; George D. Miller’s Death Record, Book 3 (1921-1935), Page 235, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office, West
Union, lowa; Oelwein Daily Register, May 7, 1923; May 8, 1923 and May 9, 1923, Oelwein, lowa; The Bulletin Journal, May 10,
1923, Independence, lowa; Conservative, May 16, 1923, Independence, lowa.

175 Infant Miller’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 2, Page 172, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office, West
Union, lowa.

176 Lylia Hare.

7 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.

178 Ella A. Miller’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 2, Page 172, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office, West
Union, Iowa; Eliza Jane (Hare) Decker’s Obituary, The Bulletin-Journal, March 12, 1936.

173 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns; Hilda Miller’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 2001, Page 0717-1, Fayette County
Courthouse, Records Office, West Union, Iowa.

180 Infant Miller’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 2, Page 172, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office, West
Union, Iowa.

181 Ella A. Miller’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 2, Page 172, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office, West
Union, lowa.

182 Ella A. Miller’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 2, Page 172, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office, West
Union, lowa.

183 Ella A. Miller’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 2, Page 172, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office, West

Union, lowa; Affidavit and Return of Marriage for George D. Miller and Ella Decker, #366, Marriages, Book 14, Page 366, Buchanan
County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.

184 Lylia Hare.

185 Ella A. Miller’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 2, Page 172, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office, West
Union, Iowa.
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mother, Eliza Jane (Hare) Decker, died in March 1936, Eliza’s Obituary stated, “One daughter Ella died on Au-
gust 26, 1914 at Oran.”*® [t is not possible to get pictures of headstones for George and Ella (Miller) Miller.*®
There are no headstones for George and Ella Miller, Infant Miller, Hilda Fox or Marlette Fox all of whom are
buried on Lot 166 at Fairbank Cemetery,  , Iowa.'®® City Hall has their names on file and that will be the
only record available for their burials. *#

Lylia Hare walked the Fairbank Cemetery and found Lot 166 and who was buried on it, namely a civil war vet-
eran named Abbott. She used Mr. Abbott’s grave as a reference point from which to find the George Miller
family graves. There was a large empty space between Mr. Abbotts grave that was listed in the book and the
next stone standing. The obvious vacancies were the location of many unmarked graves. After searching several
rows on both sides of Mr. Abbott’s grave, it was apparent to Ms. Hare that there were no markers for the Miller
or Fox graves anywhere nearby.’ Ms. Hare is totally convinced that the unmarked graves in Lot 16 are those
of the George Miller family and daughter, Hilda (Miller) Fox and Hilda (Miller) Fox’s daughter, Marlette.'%!

George Miller remarried after Ella’s death.’ George’s second wife was Mrs. Minnie B. Truair.’** Minnie’s
maiden name was Minnie MacBell Robbins.?* Her parents were David Bert Van Robbins and her mother was
Leah Mae Miller.’* According to George and Minnie’s marriage record, they were married November 13, 1922
in Independence, Iowa.%

George and Minnie Miller’s marriage record indicates both were married once before.’” At the time George
and Minnie were married, George was a laborer, 33 years old and Minnie was 30 years 0ld.'*® No occupation
was listed for Minnie.'® Their marriage record indicates both were White and living in Oelwein, lowa.?® Their
marriage record indicates George was born in Benton County, lowa and that his parents were Ira S. Miller and
Lucy Owens.? Their marriage record also indicates Minnie was born in Independence, Iowa and her parents

186 Eliza Jane Decker’s Obituary, The Bulletin-Journal, March 12, 1936, Independence, Iowa.

187 Lylia Hare.

188 Lylia Hare.

189 Lylia Hare.

190 Lylia Hare.

w1 Lylia Hare.

192 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns; George and Minnie Miller’s Marriage Record, Marriages, #2409, Book 17, Page

496, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.

193 George and Minnie Miller’s Marriage Record, Marriages, #2409, Book 17, Page 496, Buchanan County Court-

house, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa; George D. Miller’s Obituaries, The Bulletin Journal, May 10, 1923, Independence,
lowa; Oelwein Daily Register, May 7, 1923, Oelwein, lowa and Oelwein Daily Register, May 9, 1923, Oelwein, lowa.
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George and Minnie Miller’s Marriage Record, Marriages, #2409, Book 17, Page 496, Buchanan County Court-
house, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.

195 George and Minnie Miller’s Marriage Record, Marriages, #2409, Book 17, Page 496, Buchanan County Court-

house, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.

196 George and Minnie Miller’s Marriage Record, Marriages, #2409, Book 17, Page 496, Buchanan County Court-
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200 George and Minnie Miller’s Marriage Record, Marriages, #2409, Book 17, Page 496, Buchanan County Court-

house, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.
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were David B. Robbins and May Miller.?” The witnesses to their marriage were J.N. Marshall and Leaha M.
Truair.2%

George D. Miller died May 6, 1923 at 11:30 a.m. in Oelwein, Fayette Count, lowa.?** His cause of death was
drowning in a cinder pit.?® He was employed for the Chicago Great Western Railroad (CGW) when he died.>®
At the time of his death, he was a laborer, 33 years, 4 months and 10 days old.?%” George was buried May 8,
1923 in Fairbank Cemetery, Fairbank, Buchanan County, lowa.?® His death record indicates that George was
white, married and born December 26, 1889 in Benton County, lowa.?*® George’s father was Ira S. Miller.2%°
Mrs. Minnie Miller of Oelwein, lowa provided the information for George’s death record.?!?

There are discrepancies regarding the date on which George Miller died. The Oelwein Daily Register referred
to George’s death as May 5 (Saturday night),?*? but George’s death record reported his death as occurring on
Sunday May 6, 1923 at 11:30 p.m.,?** which seems to be in error based on all the details reported in the news-
paper.2** According to the Oelwein Daily Register, George was last seen alive 11:00 p.m. Saturday night and he
was found some hours later,?*> possibly around 2:00 Sunday morning. It appears to be uncertain which side of
midnight the fatal fall took place, so there really is no way of knowing for sure which date to use for his death.
However, it is worth making a note of this conflict and the events surrounding it to better understand the reason
for the confusion.
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West Union, lowa.
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208 George D. Milleérs Death Record, Book 3 (1921-1935), Page 235, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office,
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West Union, Iowa.
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George Miller’s Obituary, Oelwein Daily Register, May 7, 1923, Oelwein, lowa

213 George D. Miller’s Death Record, Book 3 (1921-1935), Page 235, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office,
West Union, Iowa.
214 George D. Miller’s Obituaries, Oelwein Daily Register, May 7, 1923 & May 9, 1923, Oelwein, lowa.

215 George D. Miller’s Obituaries, Qelwein Daily Register, May 7, 1923 & May 9, 1923, Oelwein, lowa.
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Various newspapers reporting on George Milldrs death describe conflicting information about George’s children.
The Oclwein Daily Register, May 7, 1923, reported that “[h]e was married and there are two children.””® This
reference may have been to George and his second wife, Minnie. In which case, the reference is correct since
there were two children: his daughter, Hilda Miller and his stepson, Robert Truair. The Oelwein Daily Register,
May 9, 1923, reported that “[h]e was united in marriage to Miss Ella Decker, November 1, 1910 and to this
union were born three children, two passing away in infancy.”?” This reference is also probably correct, i.e., his
daughter Hilda Miller, Infant Miller & Baby Miller. Later, in the Obituary, the Oelwein Daily Register, May 9,
1923, says, “[h]e leaves to mourn his loss his loving wife, two children and one stepson, Robert Truair . . ..”28
This reference is probably incorrect as there probably were only his daughter, Hilda and step-son, Robert. The
Bulletin Journal, May 10, 1923, says, “[h]e leaves a wife and three children.”?*° This reference is also probably
incorrect as there probably were only his daughter Hilda Miller and step-son, Robert Truair.

However, according to Minnie Miller’s granddaughter Pat , her grandmother, Minnie, was a “wild
child,” based on her lifestyle. Pat said, Minnie and George’s daughter, Ruthe, was born July 6, 1916, despite the
fact that there were no Miller births, fathered by George Miller, recorded in Fayette County, between the years
1914-1923%% and that George and Minnie did not marry until 1922. As a result, Ruthe could be the third child,
and the “sister” referred to in Hilda Fox’s obituaries. In reality, Ruthe would have been Hilda’s half-sister.

There is an eight year gap between Ella (Decker) Miller’s death, August 24, 1914??* and George’s marriage to
Minnie, November 13, 1922.222 George and Minnie were only married six months at the time of George’s death,
May 6, 1923.22> Therefore, if they had a child together, the child had to have been born prior to their marriage,
or at best, the child had to have been born soon after they married and before George died. Further, if George
and Minnie had a child, the child probably would have been George’s other child referred to in his obituaries.
The childs birth would have been between August 1914 and May 1923. However, as indicated earlier, there
were no Miller births, fathered by George Miller, recorded in Fayette County, between the years 1914-1923.224

Hilda (Miller) Fox’s obituary in the Oelwein Daily Register on July 5, 2001 states that Hilda was preceded in
death by her parents, “a stepbrother and sister.”??® This reference implies a step-brother and step-sister which
means the children where Minnie’s children from a previous marriage or the reference implies a step-brother,
and a sister. In any case, the reference is probably incorrect because Hilda probably did not have a sister, half-
sister or step-sister who survived to adulthood.??® The Waterloo Courier, July 5, 2001, states Hilda was preceded
in death by “a daughter; Marlette Fox; a stepbrother; a sister; and five grandchildren.”??” The wording in the
Waterloo Courier clearly indicates that Hilda Fox had a sister, not a step-sister. However, this reference is also
probably incorrect because Hilda Miller-Fox probably did not have a sister, half-sister or step-sister.??

216 George Miller’s Obituary, Oelwein Daily Register, May 7, 1923, Oelwein, lowa.

217 George Miller’s Obituary, Oelwein Daily Register, May 9, 1923, Oelwein, lowa.
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219 George Miller’s The Bulletin-Journal, May 10, 1923, Independence, Iowa.

220 Lylia Hare.

221 Ella A. Miller’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 2, Page 172, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office, West
Union, Iowa.

222 George and Minnie Miller’s Marriage Record, Book 17, Page 496, Buchanan County, lowa.
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225 George Miller’s Obituary, Oelwein Daily Register, July 5, 2001, Oelwein, lowa.
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Hilda Miller was only one year old when her mother died??® and almost ten years old when her father died.?*
After her father’s death, Hilda Miller went to live with her grandparents, William and Eliza Jane Decker, who
finished raising her.?! Hilda also lived with her aunt and uncle, Carl Oscar and Nora (Decker) Reinhold, in
Medford, Wisconsin for about one year while Hilda was in high school.?? Carl Oscar and Nora (Decker) Reinold
were Carrie Lucille’s parents;**3 and William and Eliza Jane (Hare) Decker were Carrie Lucille’s grandpar-
ents.>*

Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns personally knew Hilda (Miller)Fox from at least the time when Hilda was living
with their grandparents, William and Eliza Jane (Hare) Decker,?* through the date of Hilda’s death. Carrie
Lucille explained that during the period she knew Hilda, she never heard of Hilda having any living sisters from
George and Ella Miller’s marriage. Further, Carrie Lucille does not recall George and Minnie Miller having any
children, but as she said, “It was a long time ago and I cannot be sure of that either.” Carrie Lucille feels certain
that if Hilda had a sister, either from George and Ella Miller’s marriage or from George and Minnie Miller’s
marriage, she probably would have heard about the women, and she never did.

News of George Miller’s death was published at least five times in three newspapers.?*® The contents of the
newspaper clippings have been retyped for clarity and are set forth below. The clippings’ formats have been
changed to allow them to fit on the page. In addition, the newspapers’ names and publication dates have been
added. The quality of the image on the microfilm from which the clippings were obtained was so bad that some
of the information in the clippings could not be read and therefore, those areas are identified as illegible.?’
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Hilda Miller
George And Luella “Ella” Miller’s daughter

Hilda Jane Miller was born August 3, 1913, Brandon, Buchanan County, lowa.?*® Brandon, lowa is located very
near Benton County, but is actually in Buchanan County.?* Hilda’s marriage record incorrectly reported the lo-
cation of Brandon as Benton County which is an error.?*® Hilda Miller was only one year old when her mother
died?** and almost ten years old when her father died.?*? After her fathers death in May 1923, Hilda Miller went
to live with her grandparents, William and Eliza Jane (Hare) Decker, who finished raising her.?*® Hilda also lived
with her aunt and uncle, Carl Oscar and Nora (Decker) Reinhold, in Medford, Wisconsin for about one year
while Hilda was in high school.?*

Hilda Jane Miller married Alvin LeRoy Fox on March 21, 1934 in Oran, Fayette County, [owa.2** The witnesses
to their marriage were Pearle Fuller and Maurice W. Raymond.?* Their marriage was the first for both.?*’At the
time they were married, Hilda would have been 21 on her next birthday and Alvin would have be 21 t00.2*® Both
Hilda and Alvin are identified as white and American born.?*® Alvin’s occupation is listed as Shop man.?*® No
occupation is listed for Hilda.?* At the time they were married, Alvin was living in Oelwein, lowa and Hilda
was living in Oran, Fayette County lowa.?>> Alvin’s parents are identified as Rosia Maybel Carpenter and Lloyd
Fox.?3 Alvin’s place of birth is identified as Grove Hill Bremer, County, lowa.?* Hilda’s parents are identified
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Oelwein Daily Register
May 7, 1923

GEO. D. MILLER'S
TRAGIC DEATH

Evidently Drowned in Cinder Pit, at
Round House, Body Found Sunday
Morning

George D. Miller, a laborer in
the employ of the C. G. W. met a tragic
death Saturday night, his body being found
in a cinder pit at the C. G. W roundhouse
about 2 o'clock Sunday morning.

He left home at about 7 p.m. in
good health, as usual, and was last seen
alive about 11 p.m. Saturday night. Some
hours later he was missed and a search was
made with the (illegible) and his lifeless
body was found in the water of a cinder pit
about (illegible probably 2:00) a.m. Sun-
day.

There was a bruise on the fore-
head which may have been caused by the
fall into the pit or from other cause. The pit
is about ten feet deep with several feet of
water. The wound on the head was proba-
bly not sufficient in cause death but may
have made him unconscious so that his
death by drowning would result.

The county coroner was notified
and an inquest will be held sometime this
afternoon it is expected. Mr. Miller was
born in Benton county and was 22 years,
four months and 11 days of age at the time
of his passing. He was married and there
are two children. The family resides at 334
4 42 Street W. Short service will be held
from the home Tuesday at 1:30 p.m. and
the public funeral will be held from the
Presbyterian church at 2 p.m. Interment
will take place in Fairbank.

Oelwein Daily Register
May 9, 1923

GEO. D. MILLER
IN MEMORIAM

Birn at Urbana,
Benton County, lowa,
December 26, 1889
Died in Oelwein May 5, 1928.

George D. Miller, son of Mr.
And Mrs. Ira S. Miller, was born at Ur-
bana, Benton county, lowa, May 26, 1889.
He passed away in Oelwein on the night of
May 5, 1923 as the result of an accident,
aged 33 years, four months and 11 days.
His boyhood days were passed at Vinton
with his parents, his sisters and three broth-
ers.

He was united in marriage to
Miss Ella Decker, November 1, 1910 and
to this union were born three children, two
passing away in infancy. In 1913 the wife
and mother departed this life (illegible) lit-
tle daughter to mourn their loss.

Mr. Miller was again married to
Mrs. Minnie Truair and to them was born
one child. He leaves to mourn his loss his
loving wife, two children and one stepson,
Robert Truair, also his parents, five sisters,
three brothers and other relatives.

The last services were held from
the Presbyterian church in this city Tues-
day at 2 p.m. conducted by the pastor, Rev.
George Korteling. The body was taken to
Fairbank for interment. He lost his life Sat-
urday night when he fell into a cinder pit
at the C. F. W. roundhouse and his sudden
passing is deeply regretted by many friends
of the family. He was an industrious man
who did his best to provide for his wife and
children who will cherish the memory of a
kind husband and father.

Bulletin Journal
(Independence Newspaper)
May 10, 1923

Mrs. Valentine Hahn received
word Sunday that her nephew, Mr. Miller,
had met instant death by falling in a cinder
pit while working at the roundhouse in
Oelwein. He leaves a wife and three chil-
dren. Funeral services were held in Oel-
wein Tuesday afternoon. Burial in the
Fairbank emetery.

Conservative
(Independence Newspaper)
May 16 1923

The remains of George D.
Miller, whose tragic death occurred at Oel-
wein, where his body was found in the cin-
der pit of the C. G. W. roundhouse were
brot here Monday afternoon and laid away
in the Fairbank cemetery.

Oelwein Daily Register
May 8, 1923

THE CORONER'S JURY
VERDICT ACCIDENTAL
DEATH IN MILLER CASE

Coroner Smittle came to Oel-
wein yesterday afternoon and impaneled a
jury consisting of Art Luthmer, Emil Weg-
ner and James Fay to render a verdict on
the cause of the death of George Miller.
After hearing the testimony of witnesses
the verdict given later yesterday afternoon
was in substance that Miller came to his
death from accidental causes. The railway
company was criticized for not having the
pit covered, this making it impossible for

such a fatality to occur.

Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West Union, lowa.
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Hilda J. Fox...

FAYETTE — Funeral services for Hilda J. Fox of Maple Crest
Manor, Fayette, formerly of Hazleton, will be 10:30 a.m. Friday, July
6, at Floral Hills Funeral Chapel, rural Oelwein, with burial in
Fairbank Cemetery.

Friends may call from 4 until § p m. today and after 9 a.m. Friday
at the funeral chapel.

Mrs. Fox, 87, dned of natural causes Tuesday mormng, July 3,
2001, at Maple Crest Manor.

She was born Aug. 3, 1913, near Brandon, the daughter of George
D. and Luella Mae Decker Miller. She married Alvin L. Fox on
March 21, 1934, in Bremer County They divorced in 1966. Mrs. Fox
was an employee at various nursing homes in Manchester Oelwein
and Waterloo.

Survivors include three sons, Lee A. of Wadena, Wesley H. and

Ray W., both of Waterloo; six daughters, Ruth L. Fratzke of

Hlawatha ‘Sharyl M. Perry of Waverly, Susan K. Fay of Macomb, Ill.,
Phyllis A: Fox of Littleton, Wanda G. Staton of Oelwein and
Bernadette M. Schulmeister of Kansas; 23 grandchildren; 38 great-
grandchildren; and six great-great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her parents; one daughter, Marlette
Fox; one stepbrother and sister; and five grandchildren.

Memorials may be directed to the family.

as George D. Miller and Luella May
Decker.?s Hilda’s place of birth is iden-
tified as Brandon, Benton County,
Towa.?®

Alvin Fox was born May 31, 1913,%7
though Alvin’s Obituary as reported in
the Waterloo Daily Courier says, “He
was born May 24, 1913, in rural Fair-
bank, Buchanan County, lowa.”?*® Grove
Hill is located in the rural Fairbank
areas.”® Alvin’s place of birth on his
marriage record to Hilda Miller was re-
ported as Grove Hill in Bremer County,
Iowa. Alvin would have been reporting
the information about himself at the time
of his marriage.

Alvin Fox’s parents were Lloyd Fox and
Rosa Carpenter. His mother, Rose (Car-
penter) Fox, was a sister of George Car-
penter (husband of Hilda’s aunt, Rosie

(Decker) Carpenter). Rosie (Decker) Carpenter was a sister of Hilda’s mother, Ella (Decker) Miller. In other
words, Alvin’s uncle married Hilda’s aunt. Also, Alvin Fox’s mother, Rose (Carpenter) Fox, is related to the Car-
penters who are buried in Grove Hill Cemetery, including her brother, George Carpenter, the husband of Rosa

Belle (Decker) Carpenter who was Hilda (Miller) Fox’s aunt.

Alvin and Hilda (Miller) Fox had ten children.?®® They were Ruth L. Fox born February 5, 1935; Lee A. Fox;
Wesley Fox; Ray W. Fox; Marlette Ann Fox born October 2, 1939 in Fayette County, lowa; Sharyl M. Fox;
Susan F. Fox; Phyllis A. Fox; Wanda G. Fox and Bernadette Marie Fox.?! Ruth married Darrel Walter Fratzke

on June 12, 1953 in Independence, Buchanan County, lowa.

It is interesting to note the contrast in ages between Bernadette Fox and her siblings. Ruth Fox was Hilda and
Alvin Fox’s oldest child. Ruth was 25 years old and had been married seven years by the time her sister,
Bernadette, was born. Hilda was 47 years old when she gave birth to Bernadette.

255 Alvin and Hilda Fox’s Application For License & Return of Marriage, No. 11237, Marriage Book 14, Page 387,
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257 Alvin Leroy Fox’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 1994, Page 551, Black Hawk County Courthouse, Recorders Of-
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Alvin Leroy Fox’s Obituary, Waterloo Daily Courier, September 1994, Waterloo, Iowa.

260 Hilda Fox’s Obituaries, Oelwein Daily Register, July 5, 2001, Oelwein, lowa; Waterloo Courier, July 5, 2001, Wa-
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1994.
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Hilda (Miller) Fox signed Bernadette Fox and James Oelrich’s marriage affidavit. Bernadette’s marriage to
James did not last long, however. The circumstances for their ended marriage are unknown at this time, but no
death record was found in Fayette County for James.?2 Unless he died elsewhere, it is possible that James and
Bernadette divorced within that brief period. At any rate, Bernadette remarried. In 1980, she married David
Schulmeister.

Alvin and Hilda (Miller) Fox were married for 22 years when they divorced in 1966. Later, Alvin married Laura
F. (Rice) Ringer on September 30, 1967.2%% Hilda did not remarry. When she died, her last name was still Fox
according to the social security death index, her obituary and her death record, all in which showed her name
was still Fox.

Alvin LeRoy Fox died of cardio pulmonary avert on September 13, 1994 in Allen Memorial Hospital, Waterloo,
Black Hawk County, Iowa.?®* He is buried in Greenwood Cemetery, rural Westgate, Fayette County, lowa.?®®
Alvin was born May 31, 1913 in rural Fairbank, Iowa.?®® His parents are identified as Lloyd Fox and Rose Mabel
Carpenter.’’” Alvin’s occupation is listed as carpenter, general construction.?® At the time of his death, he was
married to Laura F. Rice. 2 Laura F. (Rice) (Ringer) Fox provided the information in Alvin Fox’s death record.?”

262

Lylia Hare

263 Alvin L. Fox’s Obituary, Waterloo Daily Courier, September 1994, Waterloo, lowa
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Alvin Fox’s Obituary has been retyped in its entirety and is set forth below.

EVANSDALE — Alvin L “Slim” Fox, 81, of 721 Second Ave., died Tuesday, Sept
13, at Allen Memorial Hospital, Waterloo, of heart failure.

He was born May 24, 1913, in rural Fairbank, son of Lloyd Alvin and Rosa Mabel
Carpenter Fox. He married Hilda Miller and they were later divorced. He then mar-
ried Laura F. Rice Ringler on Sept. 30, 1967, in Evansdale.

Mr. Fox had been employed as a carpenter with Merle Gleason Contractor, retiring
in 1975.

Survived by: his wife; three sous, Lee of Hazleton, Wesley and Ray, both of Wa-
terloo; six daughters, Ruth Fratzke of Hiawatha, Sharyl Perry of Waverly, Susan
Faye of Macomb, Ill., Phyllis Fox, Wanda Staton and Bernadette Schulmeister, all
of Hazleton; a stepson, Philip Ringler, two stepdaughters, Mary F. Pietan and Nancy
Pint, both of Waterloo; 23 grandchildren, seven stepgrandchildren, 27 great-grand-
children and 16 stepgreat-grandchildren; two brothers, Harvey of Marshalltown and
LaVern of Oelwein; and three sisters, Bessie Reiter of Independence, Florence Neal
of Oelwein and Leona Mohlis of Fayette.

Preceded in death by: a daughter, Marlette Fox; three brothers, Lester, Dale and
Valaird; and five grandchildren.

Services: 11 a.m. Friday at Chapel of Memories-West Funeral Home, Waterloo,

with committal services at 3 p.m. at Greenwood Cemetery, rural Westgate. Friends
may call from 5 to 9 p.m. today and 9 a.m. until services Friday at the funeral home.

Memorials: directed to Waterloo Senior Center, 415 E Seventh St., Waterloo.
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Hilda (Miller) Fox died of dementia on
July 03, 2001at the Maple Crest Manor,
a nursing home in Fayette, Fayette
County, lowa.?”2 She is buried in Fair-
bank Cemetery, Fairbank, Buchanan
County, Iowa.?”® The social security
death index indicates Hilda’s last resi-
dence was Wadena, Fayette County,
Iowa. At the time of her death, Hilda
was 87 years old.?””* Her death record
indicates her father was George David
Miller and her mother was Luella Mae
Decker.?’> Hilda’s son, Lee Fox, pro-
vided the information in her death
record.?’®

News of Hilda J. Fox’s death was pub-
lished in three newspapers.?’”” The con-
tents of the newspaper clippings have
been retyped for clarity and are set forth
below. The clippings’ formats have
been changed to allow them to fit on the
page. In addition, the newspapers’
names and publication dates have been
added.

271 Alvin Fox’s Obituary, Waterloo Daily Courier, September 1994.

272 Hilda J. Fox’s Death Record, Book 2001, Page 0717-1, Fayette county Court House, Recorders Office, West
Union, lowa

273 Hilda J. Fox’s Death Record, Book 2001, Page 0717-1, Fayette county Court House, Recorders Office, West
Union, lowa

274 Hilda J. Fox’s Death Record, Book 2001, Page 0717-1, Fayette county Court House, Recorders Office, West
Union, lowa

275 Hilda J. Fox’s Death Record, Book 2001, Page 0717-1, Fayette county Court House, Recorders Office, West
Union, lowa

276 Hilda J. Fox’s Death Record, Book 2001, Page 0717-1, Fayette county Court House, Recorders Office, West
Union, Iowa

277

Oclwein Daily Register, July 5, 2001, Oelwein, lowa; Waterloo Daily Courier, July 5, 2001, Waterloo, lowa;

Cedar Rapids Gazette, July 4, 2001, Cedar Rapids, lowa
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Cedar Rapids Gazette
July 4, 2001

HAZLETON

Hilda J. Fox, 87, formerly of
Hazleton, died Tuesday morn-
ing July 3, 2001, in Maple Crest
Manor, Fayette, of heart failure.
Services: 10:30 a.m. Friday,
Floral Hills Funeral Chapel,
rural Oelwein, where friends
may come from 4 to 8 p.m.
Thursday and after 9 a.m. Fri-
day. Burial: Fairbank Cemetery,
Fairbank.

Survivors include three sons
Lee of Wadena and Wesley and
Ray, both of Waterloo; and six
daughters, Ruth Fratzke of Hi-
awatha, Sharyl Perry of Wa-
verly, Susan Fay of Macomb,
I1l, Phyllis Fox of Littleton,
Wanda Staton of Oelwein and
Bernadette Schulmeister of
Kansas.

Waterloo Daily Courier
July 5, 2001

HAZLETON B Hilda J. Fox,
87, formerly of Hazleton, died
Tuesday, July 3, at Maple Crest
Manor, Fayette, of natural
causes; survivors include three
sans, Lee A. of Wadena and
Wesley H. and Ray W., both of
Waterloo; six daughters, Ruth L
Fratzke of Hiawatha, Sharyl M.
Perry of Waverly, Susan K. Fay
of Macomb, Ill., Phyllis A. Fox
of Littleton, Wanda G. Staton of
Oelwein and Bernadette M.
Schulmeister of Kansas; and 23
grandchildren, 38 great grand-
children and six great great
grandchildren; she was pre-
ceded in death by a daughter
Marlette Fox; a stepbrother; a
sister; and five grandchildren;
services will be 10:30 a.m. Fri-
day at Floral Hills Funeral
Chapel, rural Oelwein/Hazle-
ton, with burial in Fairbank
Cemetery, Fairbank; friends
may call from 4 to 8 p.m. today
and from 9 a.m. until services
Friday at the chapel memorials
may be directed to the family;
Mrs. Fox was employed at var-
ious nursing homes in Manches-
ter, Oelwein and Waterloo.

Oelwein Daily Register
July 5, 2001

Hilda J. Fox...

FAYETTE B Funeral services
for Hilda J. Fox of Maple Crest
Manor, Fayette, formerly of Ha-
zleton, will be 10:30 a.m. Fri-
day, July 6, at Floral Hills
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Funeral Chapel, rural Oelwein,
with burial in Fairbank Ceme-
tery.

Friends may call from 4 until 8
p.m. today and after 9 a.m. Fri-
day at the funeral chapel.

Mrs. Fox, 87, died of natural
causes Tuesday morning, July 3,
2001, at Maple Crest Manor.

She was born Aug. 3. 1913 near
Brandon, the daughter of
George D. and Luella Mae
Decker Miller. She married
Alvin L. Fox on March 21, 1934
in Bremer County. They di-
vorced in 1966. Mrs. Fox was
an employee at various nursing
homes in Manchester, Oelwein
and Waterloo.

Survivors include three sons,
Lee A. of Wadena, Wesley H.
and Ray W., both of Waterloo;
six daughters, Ruth L.; Fratzke
of Hiawatha, Sharyl M. Perry of
Waverly, Susan K. Fay of Ma-
comb, I1., Phyllis A. Fox of Lit-
tleton, Wanda G. Staton of
Oelwein and Bernadette M.
Schulmeister of Kansas; 23
grandchildren; 38. great-grand-
children; and six great great
grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by
her parents; one daughter, Mar-
lette Fox; one stepbrother and
sister; and five grandchildren.

Memorials may be directed to
the family.



Stella Ethel (Decker) Downing
William Henry and Eliza Jane Decker’s daughter
Stella Ethel Decker was born October 01, 1895 in, Buchanan County, lowa.?’® She married Arthur Herbert Down-
ing on October 12, 1915 in Fayette County, lowa.?’”® Arthur’s obituary states their marriage date was October
12, which was an error reported in his obituary.

Stella Decker and Arthur Downing were married in Oelwein, Iowa on October 6, 1915.2% Their marriage was
the first for both.?! Stella would have been 21 on her next birthday and Arthur would have been 24.282 Arthur is
described as white / Caucasian and Stella is described as white / American.?®® Arthur’s occupation was farmer
and his place of residence was Fayette County, lowa.?®* No occupation was listed for Stella, but her place of res-
idence was Oran, Fayette County, lowa.?> Arthur Downing was born in Clinton County, lowa.?¢ His parents
were John Downing and Mary Bonson.?®” Stella’s place of birth was Buchanan County, lowa.?® Her parents
were William Decker and E. J. Hare.?® Their Return of Marriage states, ‘by whom consent to marriage is given
— Father & Mother.”?*® The Return of Marriage does not indicate whose Father & Mother gave consent.?* C.
H. McQueen, J.P. married Stella Decker and Arthur Downing.?? The witnesses to the marriage were Mrs. and
Mr. William Decker.?*®

278 Stella Downing’s death certificate dated September 18, 1958, Black Hawk County, lowa.

279 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns and Josephine Van Laarhoven-Reinhold; Stella Ethel Downing’s Obituary, Water-

loo Courier, September 8, 1958, Waterloo, lowa; Arthur Downing’s Obituary, The Conservative, May 13, 1969, Independence, lowa;
Clifford Lee Downing’s Obituary, The Conservative, January 17, 1969, Independence, lowa.

280 Arthur and Stella Downing’s Marriage Record & Return of Marriage dated October 8, 1915, Book 8, Page 412,
Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West Union, lowa.

281 Arthur and Stella Downing’s Marriage Record & Return of Marriage dated October 8, 1915, Book 8, Page 412,
Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West Union, lowa.

282 Arthur and Stella Downing’s Marriage Record & Return of Marriage dated October 8, 1915, Book 8, Page 412,
Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West Union, lowa.

283 Arthur and Stella Downing’s Marriage Record & Return of Marriage dated October 8, 1915, Book 8, Page 412,
Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West Union, lowa.

284 Arthur and Stella Downing’s Marriage Record & Return of Marriage dated October 8, 1915, Book 8, Page 412,
Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West Union, lowa.

285 Arthur and Stella Downing’s Marriage Record & Return of Marriage dated October 8, 1915, Book 8, Page 412,
Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West Union, lowa.

286 Arthur and Stella Downing’s Marriage Record & Return of Marriage dated October 8, 1915, Book 8, Page 412,
Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West Union, lowa.

287 Arthur and Stella Downing’s Marriage Record & Return of Marriage dated October 8, 1915, Book 8, Page 412,
Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West Union, lowa.

288 Arthur and Stella Downing’s Marriage Record & Return of Marriage dated October 8, 1915, Book 8, Page 412,
Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West Union, lowa.

289 Arthur and Stella Downing’s Marriage Record & Return of Marriage dated October 8, 1915, Book 8, Page 412,

Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West Union, lowa.

290 Arthur and Stella Downing’s Marriage Record & Return of Marriage dated October 8, 1915, Book 8, Page 412,
Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West Union, lowa.

21 Arthur and Stella Downing’s Marriage Record & Return of Marriage dated October 8, 1915, Book 8, Page 412,
Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West Union, lowa

292 Arthur and Stella Downing’s Marriage Record & Return of Marriage dated October 8, 1915, Book 8, Page 412,
Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West Union, lowa.

293 Arthur and Stella Downing’s Marriage Record & Return of Marriage dated October 8, 1915, Book 8, Page 412,

Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West Union, lowa.
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Arthur and Stella (Decker) Downing lived around the Independence, Towa area.?®* Art Downing worked at a
meat packing plant and then later, farmed northeast of Independence, lowa.?*®

Arthur and Stella (Decker) Downing had two children, namely Clifford Leo Downing and Alice Mae Downing.
Alice was born July 1, 1932 and died July 7, 1932.2%¢ The baby possibly fell into a scrub pail and died.?” She is
buried next to her parents in Lot 6A-023, Woodlawn Cemetery, Oelwein, Fayette County, lowa.?®

Arthur and Stella (Decker) Downing appear on the 1920 Census for Oelwein City, Fayette County, lowa with
their son, Clifford.?®® Arthur is 27 years old and listed as head of house.>® Stella is 24 and identified as Arthur’s
wife. Clifford is 12 and identified as Arthur and Stella Downing’s son.3* Arthur’s occupation is shown as laborer
working for the railroad.3 Stella has no occupation listed.*

Stella Ethel (Decker) Downing died in St. Francis Hospital, Waterloo, Black Hawk County, [owa on September
6, 1958 of metastatic cancer to liver due to cancer of the breast.3* She was in the hospital one day before she
died.?® There was a two-year interval between the onset of cancer and her death.3%

At the time of her death, Stella (Decker) Downing was 62 years old.3” Her place of residence was RFD #1, In-
dependence, Buchanan County, lowa. Stella was born October 1, 1895 in Buchanan County, lowa to William
Decker and Jane Hare.3® At the time of her death, Stella was a housewife®*” married to Arthur Downing.3'°
Arthur provided the information on her death certificate.3!! Stella (Decker) Downing is buried in Woodlawn
Cemetery, Oelwein, Iowa.3!?

294 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.
295 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.
296 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.
297 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.

298 Buchanan County Genealogical Society listing for Woodlawn Cemetery, Oelwein, lowa.

299 1920 Census for Oelwein City, Fayette County, lowa, Sheet No. 17B.

300 1920 Census for Oelwein City, Fayette County, lowa, Sheet No. 17B.

301 1920 Census for Oelwein City, Fayette County, lowa, Sheet No. 17B.

302 1920 Census for Oelwein City, Fayette County, lowa, Sheet No. 17B.

303 1920 Census for Oelwein City, Fayette County, lowa, Sheet No. 17B.

304 Stella Downing’s death certificate dated September 18, 1958, Black Hawk County, lowa.

305 Stella Downing’s death certificate dated September 18, 1958, Black Hawk County, lowa.

306 Stella Downing’s death certificate dated September 18, 1958, Black Hawk County, lowa.

307 Stella Downing’s death certificate dated September 18, 1958, Black Hawk County, lowa.

308 Stella Downing’s death certificate dated September 18, 1958, Black Hawk County, lowa.

309 Stella Downing’s death certificate dated September 18, 1958, Black Hawk County, lowa.

310 Stella Ethel Downing’s Obituary, Waterloo Courier, September 8, 1958, Waterloo, lowa; Arthur Downing’s Obitu-

ary, The Conservative, May 13, 1969, Independence, lowa

31 Stella Downing’s death certificate dated September 18, 1958, Black Hawk County, lowa.

312 Stella Downing’s death certificate dated September 18, 1958, Black Hawk County, lowa.
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Arthur Herbert Downing died of instant coronary thrombosis on May 8, 1969 at the People’s Memorial - Extend
Care Center, Independence Buchanan County, Iowa and is buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, Oelwein, Iowa.3!3
Arthur was born April 12, 1892 in (in Monona, Clayton County, lowa) lowa and was 77 years old when he
died.3* Arthur and Stella (Decker) Downing are buried in Lot 6A-023, Woodlawn Cemetery, Oelwein, Fayette
County, lowa.?*® His parents were John Downing and Mary Bonzer.?'¢ He was a United States citizen, but did
not serve in the Armed Forces.3” His occupation was farmer, general farming.3!® At the time he died, he was a
widower living at 415 2™ Street, N.W., Independence, Buchanan County, lowa.?!® His son, Clifford L. Downing
provided the information in Arthur Downing’s death record.3*

Stella and Art Downing are buried in Oelwein, [owa with their infant daughter.3

313 Arthur Herbert Downing’s Death Record, Book 12, Page 227, Buchanan County Court House, Recorders Office,
Independence, lowa
314 Arthur and Stella Downing’s Marriage Record & Return of Marriage dated October 8, 1915, Book 8, Page 412,

Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West Union, lowa.

315 Buchanan County Genealogical Society listing for Woodlawn Cemetery, Oelwein, lowa.

316 Arthur and Stella Downing’s Marriage Record & Return of Marriage dated October 8, 1915, Book 8, Page 412,
Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West Union, lowa.

3 Arthur and Stella Downing’s Marriage Record & Return of Marriage dated October 8, 1915, Book 8, Page 412,
Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West Union, lowa.

318 Arthur and Stella Downing’s Marriage Record & Return of Marriage dated October 8, 1915, Book 8, Page 412,
Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West Union, lowa.

319 Arthur and Stella Downing’s Marriage Record & Return of Marriage dated October 8, 1915, Book 8, Page 412,
Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West Union, lowa.

320 Arthur and Stella Downing’s Marriage Record & Return of Marriage dated October 8, 1915, Book 8, Page 412,
Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West Union, lowa.

321 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.
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Stella (Decker) Downing’s Obituary as written in the Waterloo Courier,

322 and Arthur Downing’s Obituary as

written in The Conservative®?® have been retyped and set forth below in their entirety.

Waterloo Courier
September 8, 1958
Waterloo, Iowa

INDEPENDENCE — Mrs. Stella Downing, 62,
at 8:45 p.m. Saturday at St. Francis hospital in
Waterloo; leaves husband, Arthur, and a son, Clif-
ford, Independence; funeral, 2 p.m. Tuesday at
the Brant funeral home in Oeclwein; burial in
Woodlawn cemetery there; body at the funeral
home.

Arthur Downing

Funeral services for Arthur H.
Downing, 77, of Independence were
held Monday, May 12, at 10:30 a.m.
at the White Funeral Home chapel
in Independence. The Rev. Donald
Alden offieiated. Burial was in
Woodlawn cemetery, Oelwein,

Mr. Downing died Thursday; May
8, at 5:45 p.m. at the People’s
Memorial hospital extended care
unit. He was born April 12, 1892, at
Monona, the son of John ‘and Mary
Bonzer -Downing. On Oct. 12, 1915
he married Stella Decker 1n Fay-
ette county, Iowa. He ‘was a Tre-
tired farmer. Y

Survivors' include one son Cllf-
ford Leo Downlng, Independence-
two brothers, Vern Downing, Wau-
kon, Iowa and George Downing, Un<
derwood ,“Minn, ; two grandchildren
and ﬁvé great-grandchlldren. He
was preceded in death by his par-
ents wife,' a daughter in lnfancy,
one grandson three brothers and,
two sisters.

. Pallbearers were Leon Gros-
kurth, George Hood, William Peyton,
Milton Cusick, Roy Holst and Donald
Bergom. Whlte Funeral homewas in
charge of arrangements

*H any3xy “HiTNMOC

*Su0)
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The Conservative
May 13, 1969

Arthur Downing
Funeral services for Arthur H. Downing, 77, of
Independence were held Monday, May 12, at
10:30 a.m. at the White Funeral Home chapel in
Independence. The Rev. Donald Alden Officiated.
Burial was in Woodlawn cemetery, Oelwein.

Mr. Downing died Thursday, May 8, at 5:45 p.m.
at the People=s Memorial hospital extended care
unit. He was born April 12, 1892, at Monona, the
son of John and Mary Bonzer Downing. On Oct.
12, 1915 he married Stella Decker in Fayette
county, lowa. He was a retired farmer.

Survivors include one son, Clifford Lee Down-
ing, Independence; two brothers, Vern Downing,
Waukon, Towa and George Downing, Under-
wood, Minn.; two grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his
parents, wife, and daughter in infancy, one grand-
son, three brothers and two sisters.

Pallbearers were Leon Groskurth, George Hood,
William Peyton, Milton Cusick, Roy Hoist and
Donald Bergom. White Funeral home was in
charge of arrangements.

322

323

Stella Ethel Downing's Obituary, Waterloo Courier, September 8, 1958, Waterloo, lowa.
Arthur Downing’s Obituary, The Conservative, May 13, 1969.
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Clifford Leo Downing
Arthur Herbert And Stella Ethel Downing’s son
Clifford Leo Downing born July 6, 1940 in Oran, Fayette County, lowa.*?* His birth is listed as legitimate.’?
His parents were Arthur Downing, age 24 and Stella Decker, age 21.32° Arthur’s occupation is listed as laborer
and Stella’s is listed as housewife.’?” Both Arthur and Stella are identified as white.3?® At the time Clifford was
born, he was Arthur and Stella (Decker) Downing’s first child and Clifford’s parents were living at 108 5 Ave
W., Oelwein, Towa.??

Clifford Leo Downing married Mildred Marie First on January 6, 1940 in Lamont, Buchanan County, lowa.?*
Presumably, their marriage was the first for both since Clifford identified his marriage as his first, but Mildred's
response was left blank.*!' At the time they were married, Clifford would have been 24 on his next birthday and
Mildred would have been 17.3% Clifford's occupation is listed as plumbing, but Mildred did not have an occu-
pation listed.?** Clifford was living in Independence and Mildred was living in Lamont.>** Both Clifford and
Mildred are listed as White and their nationality is listed as American.** Clifford’s birthplace is listed as Oran,
Iowa and Mildred's is listed as Manchester, lowa.*3¢ Clifford’s parents are identified as A. H. Downing and Stella
Decker.*” Mildred's parents are identified as Mathias William First and Maude Pratt.’3® Witnesses to their wed-
ding were Elaine Gross and Curley Kirkendall.** The Application for Marriage and the Return of Marriage did
not indicate that consent to marry was required.3*

324 Clifford Leo Downing's Birth Record, Book 5, Page 39, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office, West Union,

Iowa.

325 Clifford Leo Downing's Birth Record, Book 5, Page 39, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office, West Union,
Iowa.

326 Clifford Leo Downing's Birth Record, Book 5, Page 39, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office, West Union,
Towa.

327 Clifford Leo Downing's Birth Record, Book 5, Page 39, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office, West Union,
Towa.

328 Clifford Leo Downing's Birth Record, Book 5, Page 39, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office, West Union,
Iowa.

329 Clifford Leo Downing's Birth Record, Book 5, Page 39, Fayette County Courthouse, Records Office, West Union,
Iowa.

330 Clifford Leo and Mildred Marie Downing's Application and Return of Marriage dated December 30, 1939, #5275,
Book 22, Page 172, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa; Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold.

31 Clifford Leo and Mildred Marie Downing's Application and Return of Marriage dated December 30, 1939, #5275,
Book 22, Page 172, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.

332 Clifford Leo and Mildred Marie Downing's Application and Return of Marriage dated December 30, 1939, #5275,
Book 22, Page 172, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.

333 Clifford Leo and Mildred Marie Downing's Application and Return of Marriage dated December 30, 1939, #5275,
Book 22, Page 172, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.

334 Clifford Leo and Mildred Marie Downing's Application and Return of Marriage dated December 30, 1939, #5275,
Book 22, Page 172, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, Iowa.

335 Clifford Leo and Mildred Marie Downing's Application and Return of Marriage dated December 30, 1939, #5275,
Book 22, Page 172, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.

336 Clifford Leo and Mildred Marie Downing's Application and Return of Marriage dated December 30, 1939, #5275,
Book 22, Page 172, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.

337 Clifford Leo and Mildred Marie Downing's Application and Return of Marriage dated December 30, 1939, #5275,
Book 22, Page 172, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.

338 Clifford Leo and Mildred Marie Downing's Application and Return of Marriage dated December 30, 1939, #5275,
Book 22, Page 172, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.

339 Clifford Leo and Mildred Marie Downing's Application and Return of Marriage dated December 30, 1939, #5275,

Book 22, Page 172, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, Iowa.
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Clifford and Mildred (First) Downing had three children.?*! James Arthur Downing was born September 26,
1942 in Washington Township, Independence, Buchanan County, lowa when Clifford was 26 and Mildred was
20.342 At the time he was born, Clifford was working as a farmer while Mildred was a housewife.>*3 James died
at his home on March 17, 1944 in Rural Winthrop, Buchanan County, lowa and is buried in Union Cemetery-
north Manchester, Delaware County, lowa.3* James died an accidental death by drowning in a pail of water.3*
At the time of his death, James was one year, 5 months and 21 days old.3*® Lois Jane Downing was born February
2, 1945 at People’s Hospital, Washington Township, Independence, Buchanan County, lowa when Clifford was
28 and Mildred was 23.3¥ At the time she was born, Clifford was working as a farmer and at Rath Packing Com-
pany while Mildred was a housewife.?*#® Linda Joanne Downing was born July 26, 1949 at People’s Hospital,
Washington Township, Independence, Buchanan County, lowa when Clifford was 33 and Mildred was 27.3%

Clifford died of an immediate, ruptured abdominal aortic aneurysm on January 14, 1984 in the Delaware County
Hospital, Manchester, Delaware County, lowa and was buried in Thorpe Union Cemetery, rural Manchester,
Iowa on January 17, 1984.3%° At the time of his death, Clifford was 67 years old and married to Mildred Marie
(First) Downing.*! He worked for Rath Packing Company as an elevator operator.3>? Clifford was a United
States citizen, but he had not served in the Armed Forces.? Clifford’s Death Record indicates he was born July
6, 1916 in Towa, and that his parents were Arthur Herbert Downing and Stella Ester Decker.3>* Clifford’s wife,

340 Clifford Leo and Mildred Marie Downing's Application and Return of Marriage dated December 30, 1939, #5275,
Book 22, Page 172, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, Iowa.

341 James Arthur Downing's Birth Record, book 9, Page 153, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Inde-

pendence, lowa; Lois Jane Downing's Birth Record, Book 9, Page 371, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independ-
ence, lowa; Linda Joanne Downing’s Birth Record, Book 10, Page 349, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office,
Independence, Iowa.

342 James Downing’s Death Record, Book8, Page 355, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independ-

ence, lowa; James Downing's obituary, Lamont Leader, March 23, 1944.

343 James Arthur Downing’s Birth Record, Book 9, Page 153, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Inde-

pendence, lowa.

344 James Downing's Death Record, Book 8, Page 355, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independ-

ence, lowa; James Downing's obituary, Lamont Leader, March 23, 1944.

345 James Downing's Death Record, Book 8, Page 355, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independ-

ence, lowa.

346 James Downing's Death Record, Book 8, Page 355, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independ-
ence, lowa.

347 Lois Jane Downing's Birth Record, Book 9, Page 371, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independ-
ence, lowa.

348 Lois Jane Downing's Birth Record, Book 9, Page 371, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independ-
ence, lowa.

349 Linda Joanne Downing's Birth Record, Book 10, Page 349, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, In-

dependence, lowa.

350 Clifford Leo Downing's Death Record, Book 14, Page 268, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Inde-
pendence, lowa.

351 Clifford Leo Downing's Death Record, Book 14, Page 268, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Inde-
pendence, lowa.

352 Clifford Leo Downing's Death Record, Book 14, Page 268, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Inde-

pendence, lowa.

353 Clifford Leo Downing's Death Record, Book 14, Page 268, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Inde-

pendence, lowa.

354 Clifford Leo Downing's Death Record, Book 14, Page 268, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Inde-
pendence, lowa.
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Clifford Leo
7V, Downing //7/7%

Funeral services for Clif-
ford Leo Downing, 67, La-
mont, will be held Jan. 17, 1:30
p.m., at the First Baptist
Church in Independence. The
Rev. Robert D. Stanford will
officiate. -Music will be by
Mrs. Jim Blin and Mrs.
Robert Stanford.

‘Burial will be in Thorp
Union Cemetery, north of
Manchester. Casket bearers
will be Mark Francois, Steve
Francois, Jeff Francois, Ed-

ward Staton, Dean Staton and.

Randy March. :
Downing died Jan. 14 of a
heart attack. He was born Ju-

ly 6, 1916, in Oran, the son of

Arthur Herbert and Stella
Deckér Downing.

“He received his education
from the Oelwein schools, and
was united in marriage to
Mildred Marie First on Jan. 6,
1940, at Lamont. .

He was employed with Rath
Packing Company for 31
years, retiring in 1978, and
was a member of the First
Baptist Church of In-

Mildred Marie (First) Downing provide the information in Clifford’s
Death Record.3>®

Mildred Marie (First) Downing died on September 15, 1985 of con-
gestive heart failure at her home, 1610 16" Ave. N.E., Independence,
Buchanan County, lowa and is buried in Thorpe Union Cemetery, rural

Manchester, lowa.3*® Mildred’s Death Record indicates she was a 63
year old widow and a United States citizen, but had not served in the
Armed Forces.?*” Her occupation was a homemaker at home.**® She
was born on January 6, 1922 in ITowa and her color was White.>*® Her
parents were Mathias William First and Maude Lucinda Pratt.3
George Peyton provided the information in Mildred’s Death Record.®!

dependence, where he was a
deacon, and the Amalgamated
Meat Cutters and Butcher
Workman of North America
Local P 46 AFL-CIO.

He is survived by his wife,
Mildred; two daughters, Mrs.
George (Lois) Peyton, In-
dependence; and Mrs. Gary
(Linda) Larson, Dubuque;
and seven grandchildren.

He.was preceded in death by
his parents, one sister, and
one son in infancy.
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Clifford Leo Downing's Death Record, Book 14, Page 268, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Inde-

Mildred Marie Downing's Death Record, Book 14, Page 368, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, In-

Mildred Marie Downing's Death Record, Book 14, Page 368, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, In-

Mildred Marie Downing's Death Record, Book 14, Page 368, Buchanan County Courthouse, Recorders Office, In-
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Downing’s Obituaries have been retyped and are set forth below.

The Conservative
January 7, 1984

Clifford Leo Downing
Funeral services for Clifford Leo Downing, 67,
Lamont, will be held Jan. 17, 1:30 p.m., at the
First Baptist Church in Independence. The Rev.
Robert D. Stanford will officiate. Music will be
by Mrs. Jim Blin and Mrs. Robert Stanford.

Burial will be in Thorp Union Cemetery, north of
Manchester. Casket bearers will be Mark Fran-
cois, Edward Staton, Dean Staton and Randy
March.

Downing died Jan. 14 of a heart attack. He was
born July 6, 1916, in Oran, the son of Arthur Her-
bert and Stella Decker Downing.

He received his education from the Oeclwein
schools, and was united in marriage to Mildred
Marie First on Jan. 6, 1940, at Lamont.

He was employed with Rath Packing Company
for 31 years, retiring in 1978, and was a member
of the First Baptist Church of Independence,
where he was a deacon, and the Amalgamated
Meet Cutters and Butcher Workman of North
America Local P 46 AFL-CIO.

He is survived by his wife, Mildred; two daugh-
ters, Mrs. George (Lois) Peyton, Independence;
Mrs. Gary (Linda) Larson, Dubuque; and seven
grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his parents, one sis-
ter and one son in infancy.

362

Winthrop News
September 19, 1985

MILDRED M. DOWNING
Mildred Marie Downing, 63, died Sunday, Sept.
15,1985, at her home in Independence, IA. She
was born Jan. 6, 1985 at Manchester, IA, the
daughter of Matthais William First and Maude
Lucinda Pratt First.

She was united in marriage to Clifford Leo
Downing, Jan. 6, 1940, at Strawberry Point, TA
and he preceded her in death in January of 1984.
She was a member of the First Baptist Church,
Independence. Mrs. Downing is survived by two
daughters, Lois, Mrs. George Peyton, Jesup, 1A
and Linda, Mrs. Gary Larson, Dubuque, IA;
seven grandchildren, three sisters, Donna Staton,
Cedar Rapids, IA; Mrs. Florence Gross, Lamont,
IA and Mrs. Ruth Francois, Dundee, IA. Besides
her husband she was preceded in death by her
parents, one son in infancy and two brothers and
one sister.

Funeral services were Wednesday, September 18,
1985 at 1:30 p.m. at the First Baptist Church in
Independence, Rev. Robert D. Stanford officiat-
ing.

Burial was in Thorpe Union Cemetery north of
Manchester, IA.

Pallbearers were Dean Staton, Edward Staton,
Steve Francois, Mark Francois, Jeff Francois and
Randy March.

362 T

he Conservative, January 7, 1984 and Winthrop News, September 19, 1985

247



Ralph Decker
William Henry and Eliza Jane Decker’s son
Ralph Richard Decker was born July 21, 1897 in Hudson, Black Hawk County, lowa, and died August 15, 1981
in Independence, Buchanan County, lowa.

Ralph Richard Decker married Emma Louise Hick on March 22, 1921 in Independence, Buchanan County,
Towa.*®® She was born Aprl1 24, 1897 in Polk County, Iowa, and died February 14, 1983 in Oelwein, Fayette
County, lowa. It is presumed their marriage was the first for both since the number of marriages was left blank
on their Return of Marriage.3** At the time they were married, Ralph was 24 and Emma was 25, and both were
identified as White Americans.®®® At the time they were married, Ralph was living in Oelwein, lowa and his oc-
cupation was listed as a stationary fireman; and Emma was living in Fairbank, Iowa, but there is no indication
of what Emma’s occupation was.*®*® Their return of Marriage indicates that Ralph’s place of birth was Black
Hawk County, Iowa and that his parents where Wm Decker and Jane Hare. Emma’s place of birth was Polk
County, lowa and her parents were Earnest Hick and Mary Reonund (sp?).2” Ralph and Emma were married by
Rev. J. K. Hawkins, Pastor of M.E. Church and the witnesses to their wedding were George hick and Cleta
Seaton (or Staton?).368

Ralph and Emma (Hick) Decker had three children.?® They were Genevieve ‘Jean” Gwendoline, Ernest William
and Lydia Gladys. Ralph and Emma Decker appear on the 1930 Census for Oelwein City, Jefferson Township,

Fayette County, lowa.° Ralph was 32 years old and is identified as head of house.?”* Emma was 33 and identified
as Ralph’s wife.3”? Their children were Genevieve, age 8; Ernest, age 7 and Lydia G., age 4 years and 7 months 3”3

Ralph worked for John Deere in Waterloo, lowa.?”* He retired from OCC Feed Mill in Oelwein, lowa.?”® Ralph
and Emma lived in Oelwein, lowa.3"®

363 Ralph and Emma Decker’s Affidavit and Return of Marriage, #2165, Marriage Book 17, Page 252, Buchanan
County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa; Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns and Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Rein-
hold.

364 Ralph and Emma Decker’s Affidavit and Return of Marriage, #2165, Marriage Book 17, Page 252, Buchanan
County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.

365 Ralph and Emma Decker’s Affidavit and Return of Marriage, #2165, Marriage Book 17, Page 252, Buchanan
County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.

366 Ralph and Emma Decker’s Affidavit and Return of Marriage, #2165, Marriage Book 17, Page 252, Buchanan
County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.

367 Ralph and Emma Decker’s Affidavit and Return of Marriage, #2165, Marriage Book 17, Page 252, Buchanan
County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.

368 Ralph and Emma Decker’s Affidavit and Return of Marriage, #2165, Marriage Book 17, Page 252, Buchanan

County Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.

369 1930 Census for Oelwein City, Jefferson Township, Fayette County, lowa, Page 247-B; Carrie Lucille (Reinhold)

Kerns and Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold.

370 1930 Census for Oelwein City, Jefferson Township, Fayette County, lowa, Page 247-B.

371 1930 Census for Oelwein City, Jefferson Township, Fayette County, lowa, Page 247-B.

372 1930 Census for Oelwein City, Jefferson Township, Fayette County, lowa, Page 247-B.

373 1930 Census for Oelwein City, Jefferson Township, Fayette County, lowa, Page 247-B.

374 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns and Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold.
375 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.
376 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.
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Ralph Richard Decker

Funeral. services will be
held at 10:30 this morning at
Brand-Kerns Chapel, Oelwein,
for Ralph Richard Decker, 84,
who died Saturday at People’s
Memorial Hospital. The Rev.
Paul Somerville will officiate.
Burial will be in Floral Hills
Memorial Gardens, Oelwein.

Decker, a resident of East
Towne Manor and a former
resident of Oelwein for the
past 60 years, was born July
21, 1897, Hudson, the son of
William and Jane Hare
Decke.r He married Emma
Louise Hick, March 22, wu.,
amd was a retired engineer
from the Chicago Great
Western Railway and also
worked for Occo, Oelwein.

Survivors include his wife;
one son, Ernest Decker, Oel-
wein; two daughters, Mrs.
Raphael (Lydia) Schuler, Oel-
wein; and Mrs. Raymond
(Genevieve) Fischer,
Waterloo; three sisters; nine
grandchlldren and 10 great-
grandchildren.

Brant-Kerns Funeral Home,
Oelwein, is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Ralph Richard Decker

Funeral services will be held at
10:30 this morning at Brand-kerns
Chapel, Oelwein, for Ralph Richard
Decker, 84, who died Saturday at Peo-
ple’s Memorial Hospital. The Rev. Paul
Somerville will officiate. Burial will be
in Floral Hills memorial Gardens, Oel-
wein.

Decker, a resident of East Towne
Manor and a former resident of Oel-
wein for the past 60 years, was born
July 21, 1987, Hudson, the son of
William and Jane Hare Decker. He
married Emma Louise Hick, March 22,
1921, and was a retired engineer from
the Chicago Great Western Railway and
also worked for Occo, Oelwein.

Survivors include his wife; one
son, Ernest Decker, Oelwein; two
daughters, Mrs. Raphael (Lydia)
Schuler, Oelwein; and Mrs. Raymond
(Genevieve) Fischer, Waterloo; three
sisters; nine grandchildren and 10 great-
grandchildren.

Brant-Kerns Funeral Home, Oel-

wein, is in charge of arrangements.

Ralph Richard Decker’s Obituary

The Conservative
August 18, 1981
Independence, lowa.

Ralph Richard Decker died of pneumonia
on August 15, 198 at the People’s Hospi-
tal, Independence, Buchanan County, lowa
and was buried on August 18 1981 in Flo-
ral Hills Cemetery in rural Oelwein,
Towa.?”” (Floral Hills Memorial Gardens in
Hazleton, Buchanan County, lowa.) Ralph
was 84 years old, married to Emma and a
retired engineer.?”® His social security
number was 708-10-3036.3° He worked
for the CGW Ry.*®* He was a United States
citizen, but did not serve in the Armed
Forces.®! Ralph’s Death Record indicates
he was born July 21, 1897 in lowa.*® His
parents were William Decker and Jane
Hare.3® When Ralph died, he and Emma
were living at 118 6" Ave. S.W., Oelwein,
Fayette County, lowa.3®* His Death Record
indicates Emma’s maiden name was
Emma Louise Hick.3> Ralph’s daughter,
Mrs. Lydia Schuler provided the informa-
tion in Ralph’s Death Record.38¢

Ralph Richard Decker’s Obituary in The
Conservative®® reads as follows.

377

Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.
378

Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.
379

Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.
380

Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.
381

Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.
382

Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.
383

Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.
384

Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.
385

Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.
386

Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.
387

249

Ralph Richard Decker’s Death Record dated August 19, 1981, Book 14, page 76, Buchanan County Courthouse,
Ralph Richard Decker’s Death Record dated August 19, 1981, Book 14, page 76, Buchanan County Courthouse,
Ralph Richard Decker’s Death Record dated August 19, 1981, Book 14, page 76, Buchanan County Courthouse,
Ralph Richard Decker’s Death Record dated August 19, 1981, Book 14, page 76, Buchanan County Courthouse,
Ralph Richard Decker’s Death Record dated August 19, 1981, Book 14, page 76, Buchanan County Courthouse,
Ralph Richard Decker’s Death Record dated August 19, 1981, Book 14, page 76, Buchanan County Courthouse,
Ralph Richard Decker’s Death Record dated August 19, 1981, Book 14, page 76, Buchanan County Courthouse,
Ralph Richard Decker’s Death Record dated August 19, 1981, Book 14, page 76, Buchanan County Courthouse,
Ralph Richard Decker’s Death Record dated August 19, 1981, Book 14, page 76, Buchanan County Courthouse,
Ralph Richard Decker’s Death Record dated August 19, 1981, Book 14, page 76, Buchanan County Courthouse,

Ralph Richard Decker’s Obituary, The Conservative, August 18, 1981, Independence, lowa.



Emma Louise Decker died due to cardiac arrest on February 14, 1983 at Oelwein Care Center, Oelwein, Fayette
County, Iowa and is buried on February, 16, 1983 in Floral Hills Cemetery, rural Oelwein.3® (Floral Hills Me-
morial Gardens in Hazleton, Buchanan County, lowa.) At the time of her death, Emma was 86 and a widowed
housewife.3® She was a United States citizen, but she had not served in the Armed Forces.?® Her last residence
prior to death was 600 7% Street, S.E., Oelwein, Fayette County, Iowa.** Her Death Record indicates that Emma
was born April 24, 1896 in lowa.>* Her parents were Ernest Hick and Mary Renud.?*®* Emma’s daughter, Mrs.
Lydia Schuler, provided the information in Emma’s Death Record.>**

Genevieve Gwendoline Decker
Ralph and Emma Decker’s daughter
Genevieve “Jean” Gwendoline Decker was born December 25, 1921 in Oran, Fayette County, lowa®®* and die
December 24, 1998.3 When Genevieve was born, Ralph’s occupation was farmer and Emma’s was house-
wife.3 Genevieve’s birth was considered legitimate.?® Genevieve married Raymond Fischer. There was no
marriage record found for Jean and Raymond in Fayette County, lowa.?* Raymond Fischer was born June 22,
1919 and died February 1983.4%° Raymond’s dates came from the Social Security Death Index which listed his
last residence as Waterloo. Genevieve “Jean” Gwendoline Decker’s dates came from the Social Security Death
Index listed her as Jean G. Fischer, her last residence was Dows, Wright County, lowa.

395

Genevieve, married and had at least one daughter.* Genevieve lived in Waterloo, Towa.*?

388 Emma Louise Decker’s Death Record, Book 10, Page 510, Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West

Union, lowa.

389 Emma Louise Decker’s Death Record, Book 10, Page 510, Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West

Union, lowa.

3% Emma Louise Decker’s Death Record, Book 10, Page 510, Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West
Union, lowa.

391 Emma Louise Decker’s Death Record, Book 10, Page 510, Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West
Union, lowa.

392 Emma Louise Decker’s Death Record, Book 10, Page 510, Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West
Union, Iowa.

393 Emma Louise Decker’s Death Record, Book 10, Page 510, Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West
Union, Iowa.

394 Emma Louise Decker’s Death Record, Book 10, Page 510, Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West
Union, Iowa.

395 Genevieve Gwendoline Decker’s Birth Record, Births Book 6, Page 54, Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders

Office, West Union, Iowa.

3% Social Security Death Index.

397 Genevieve Gwendoline Decker’s Birth Record, Births Book 6, Page 54, Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders
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398 Genevieve Gwendoline Decker’s Birth Record, Births Book 6, Page 54, Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders

Office, West Union, Iowa.
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Genevieve was born December 25, 1921 in Oran, Fayette County, lowa*® and died December 24, 1998. When
Genevieve was born, Ralph’s occupation was farmer and Emma’s was housewife.** Genevieve’s birth was con-
sidered legitimate.**> Genevieve married Raymond Fischer.

Lydia Gladys Decker
Ralph and Emma Decker’s daughter
Lydia Gladys Decker was born July 2, 1925 in Oran, Fayette County, lowa.*® Her birth was considered legiti-
mate.*”” When she was born Ralph was farmer, age 28 and Emma was housewife, age 28.4%® Lydia Gladys married
Raphael Peter Schuler on January 20, 1944 in Oelwein Fayette County, lowa.*®® Their marriage was the first for
both.*® When they married, Raphael was a butcher, age 22 and Lydia was 19.*'* No occupation was listed for
Lydia.*? Both Lydia and Raphael were identified as White Americans. Raphacls residence was Hazleton and
Lydias was Oelwein.** Raphacls parents are identified as Matthew Schuler and Catherine Rider.*** Lydia’s par-
ents are identified as Ralph Decker and Emma Hick.*”® Rev. E. J. OHara, Pastor of Secret Heart Church married

Raphael and Lydia.**® The witnesses for their marriage were Ernest Schuler and Luella Schuler.**” Raphael Peter
Schuler was born November 29, 1922 and died June 19, 1996.

Gladys married Ray Schular and lived in Oelwein, lowa.*® Gladys had three children.*®

403 Genevieve Gwendoline Decker’s Birth Record, Births Book 6, Page 54, Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders
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Lydia Gladys was born July 2, 1925 in Oran, Fayette County, lowa.*?® Her birth was considered legitimate.*?

When she was born Ralph was farmer, age 28 and Emma was housewife, age 28.42 Lydia Gladys married
Raphael Peter Schuler on January 20, 1944 in Oelwein Fayette County, lowa.*?® Their marriage was the first for
both.*?* When they married, Raphael was a butcher, age 22 and Lydia was 19.%> No occupation was listed for
Lydia.*?® Both Lydia and Raphael were identified as White Americans. Raphael’s residence was Hazleton and
Lydia’s was Oelwein.*”” Raphael’s parents are identified as Matthew Schuler and Catherine Rider.*® Lydia’s
parents are identified as Ralph Decker and Emma Hick.** Rev. E. J. OHara, Pastor of Sacred heart Church mar-
ried Raphael and Lydia.*** The witnesses for their marriage were Ernest Schuler and Luella Schuler.*!

420 Lydia Gladys Decker’s Birth Record, Births Book 6, page 60, Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West
Union, Iowa.

421 Lydia Gladys Decker’s Birth Record, Births Book 6, page 60, Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office, West
Union, Iowa.
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Ernest William Decker
Ralph and Emma Decker’s son
Ernest William Decker was born December 27, 1922 in Oelwein, Fayette County, lowa. His parents were Ralph
Decker a farmer, age 25 and Emma Hick a housewife, age 27.432 Ernest birth was considered legitimate.*** At
the time of Ernest birth, Ralph and Emma were living in Oran, lowa.*3*

Ernie, married Betty Burgum.*** Ernie and his wife lived in Oelwein.**® Ernie died at quite a young age.**’

Ernest William Decker married was married prior to July 1960, but the marriage was annulled and the name of
his first wife is unknown.**®® In any case, Ernest married Betty L. Barker on July 23, 1960 in West Union, Fayette
County, lowa.** Betty Baker was also known as Bettylou Bernice Barker.* Their marriage was Betty’s first.*
At the they were married Ernest was 37 on his last birthday and Betty was 20 on hers.*? Ernest lived at 229 8%
Ave. S.W., Oelwein, lowa and Betty lived at R.R.#1 Independence, lowa.*** Both Ernest and Betty are identified
as White and Ernest’s occupation was a laborer for Central Transit while there is no indication of what Bettys
occupation was.** Both Ernst and Betty were of the Baptist faith and they were married by Richard A. Krell,
First Baptist Church Minister, 203 N. Vine, West Union, lowa.**® The witnesses to their marriage was Frederick
Hansen and Lydia Schuler.**® Lydia Schuler was Ernest’s sister. Their marriage record indicates that Ernest was
born December 27, 1922 in Oelwein, lowa.*”’ His parents were Ralph Decker and Emma Hick. Betty was born
April 12, 1940, Independence, Buchanan County, lowa; and her parents were Howard Barker and Mildred
Bergom.*#

432 Ernest William Decker’s Birth Record, Births, Book 6, Page 55, Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office,
West Union, Iowa.

433 Ernest William Decker’s Birth Record, Births, Book 6, Page 55, Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office,
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434 Ernest William Decker’s Birth Record, Births, Book 6, Page 55, Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders Office,
West Union, Iowa.

435 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.

436 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns.

437 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns and Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold.

438 Ernest and Betty Decker’s Marriage Record, Marriages, Book 23, Page 388, Fayette County Courthouse,

Recorders Office, West Union, lowa.

439 Ernest and Betty Decker’s Marriage Record, Marriages, Book 23, Page 388, Fayette County Courthouse,

Recorders Office, West Union, Iowa.

440 Ernest and Betty Decker’s Marriage Record dated November 1, 1978, No. 12102, Marriages, Book 33, Page 82,
Independence, Buchanan County, lowa.
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Recorders Office, West Union, lowa.

447 Ernest and Betty Decker’s Marriage Record, Marriages, Book 23, Page 388, Fayette County Courthouse,

Recorders Office, West Union, lowa.
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Ernest and Bettylou later divorced, but they remarried again in November 1978.4° When they remarried, Ernest
was 55 years old and Bettylou was 38.%%° At the time of their second marriage Ernest and Bettylou were living
at the same address in Oelwein, Fayette County, lowa. The application for marriage was taken out at Independ-
ence, Buchanan County, but they actually were married at Cedar Rapids, Linn County, lowa. This explains why
the marriage record was found at the Independence courthouse in Buchanan County, lowa (BK-33/ Pg
-82). Evidently, Bettylou had not remarried after her first divorce from Ernest, because her name on the marriage
license application was Bettylou Bernice DECKER.

Ernest was married briefly prior to his marriage to Bettylou. No further information about his first wife, other
than the marriage had been annulled, according to his marriage record to Bettylou Barker. Ernest and Bettylou
had three children in their marriage.

Ernest and Bettylou Decker’s first child was Laura Ann Decker born February 22, 1961 in Mercy Hospital, Oel-
wein, Fayette County, lowa.*! Her parents are identified as Ernest William Decker a 38 year old laborer at Cen-
tral Transit Warehouse and Betty Lou Barker, age 20.%? Betty had no previous births, no children born alive
which later died and no stillborns.*3 Laura’s Birth Record indicates that Betty Lou Decker was born in Inde-
pendence, lowa.*** At the time Laura’s birth, her parents were living at 12 E. Charles, Oelwein, Fayette County,
Towa.** Betty Lou provided the information in Laura’s birth record.*®

Ernest and Bettylou Decker’s second child was Steven Leroy Decker.*” Steven was born March 25, 1962 at
Mercy Hospital, Oclwein Fayette County, lowa.*® At the time of his birth Ernest was a 39 year old laborer work-
ing for the Central Transit Warehouse, and Betty Lou was 21 years old.**® When Steven was born, Betty had
one previous birth, no children born alive which later died and no stillborns.**® Also Ernest and Bettylou were
living at 12 E. Charles, Oelwein, Fayette County, lowa.*®! Steven’s birth record indicates Betty Lou’s maiden

a48 Ernest and Betty Decker’s Marriage Record, Marriages, Book 23, Page 388, Fayette County Courthouse,

Recorders Office, West Union, lowa.

449 Ernest and Betty Decker’s Marriage Record dated November 1, 1978, No. 12102, Marriages, Book 33, Page 82,
Independence, Buchanan County, lowa.
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name was Barker.*? Betty Lou provided the information in Steven’s birth record.*3

Ernest and Bettylou Decker’s third child was Mary Louise Decker.*®* Mary Louise was born January 1, 1964 at
Mercy Hospital, Oelwein Fayette County, [owa.*® At the time of his birth Ernest was a 41 year old laborer work-
ing for the Central Transit Warehouse, and Betty Lou was 23 years 0ld.*®® When Steven was born, Betty had
two previous birth, no children born alive which later died and no stillborns.*” Also Ernest and Bettylou were
living at 31 3" Street N.W., Oelwein, Fayette County, [owa.**® Steven’s birth record indicates Betty Lou’s maiden
name was Barker.*® Betty Lou provided the information in Laura’s birth record.*”°

Ernest William Decker died November 9, 1987 at Allen Hospital, Waterloo, Black Hawk County, lowa and was
buried November 11, 1987 at Floral Hills*’* Memorial Gardens Floral hills in Hazleton, Buchanan County, Iowa.
Ernests death record does not list a cause of death or his age at death.*”? Ernest’s residence was 122 S. Frederick,
Oelwein, Fayette County, lowa, but he died at Allen Hospital in Waterloo, lowa.*”® Ernest death record indicates
that Ernest served in the Armed Forces from January 21, 1943 through June 19, 1943.44 His record also indicates
he was divorced and that his occupation was Central Transit.*”> Finally, his death record indicates Ernest was
born in ITowa and that his parents were Ralph and Emma Decker.*’¢ Ernest sister, Lydia Schuler, provided the in-
formation in Ernest’s death record.*”’
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Ernest and Bettylou Decker divorced sometime after the birth of their third child, Mary, who was born in 1964.
It is not known exactly when they divorced

Ernest and Bettylou Decker divorced sometime after the birth of their third child, Mary, who was born in 1964.
It is not known exactly when they divorced (1964 1978) or for how long, but they remarried each other on No-
vember 18, 1978. Ernest's sister Lydia Schuler was a witness to his marriage to Bettylou Barker in 1960. Lydia
also was the informant of Ernest's death record. On his death record it stated that Ernest was divorced, so this
indicates that he and Betty must have divorced again before his death in 1987. Also, in Ernest's obituary, it only
lists his three children, there was no mention of a wife.

Harvey Burton Decker
William Henry And Eliza Jane Decker’s son
Harvey Burton Decker was born June 6, 1900 in Independence, Buchanan County, lowa.

Another conflict that has surfaced is the question, which spelling of Harvey’s middle name “Burton” or “Berton”
is correct? It appears both ways in different vital records and his Obituary. His marriage record reads Burton,
his death record and obit read Berton. Harvey signed his son’s marriage affidavit, but he simply signed it Harvey
Decker, omitting his middle name.

In the CONSERVATIVE - Eliza’s son “Harley” was a misspelling for HARVEY [ELZIA JANE’S OBIT]

Harvey Burton Decker married Minnie Haun on August 21, 1922 in Independence, Buchanan County, lowa,*’®

though Harvey and Minnie Decker’s Obituaries reported that their marriage occurred at Oelwein, Fayette County,
Iowa. They were married by Rev. J.K. Hawkins, Pastor of M.E. Church.*”® The witnesses to their marriage were
Wm Decker and Jane Decker.*® Their marriage was the first for both.*! When they married, Harvey would have
been 23 at his next birthday and Minnie would have been 22.%? Harvey’s occupation was fireman RR and no
occupation is listed for Minnie.*® Harvey and Minnie are identified as White Americans.** Their marriage
record indicates that Harvey was born in Independence, lowa and Minnie was born in Kensigton, Kansas.*
Harvey’s parents are identified as Wm Decker and Jane Hare.*® Minnie’s parents are identified as John Haun

Office, Waterloo, Iowa.

478 Harvey and Minnie Decker’s Marriage Record, No. 2365, Marriage Book 17, Page 452, Buchanan County Court-
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and Emma Brew.*®” Harvey and Minnie were both residents of Oelwein at the time of their marriage. The mar-
riage affidavit shows that Harvey’s father, William Decker, provided the affidavit regarding their ages. Then at
the marriage both William and his wife, Jane Decker, were witnesses to Harvey’s and Minnie’s marriage which
was performed by Rev. J.K. Hawkins, a pastor of the M.E. Church.

Harvey and Minnie (Haun) Decker had one child, Earl.*® Earl Edward was born October 21, 1923, Oelwein,
Fayette County, lowa. He married Jeanne Kathryn Kramer on September 3, 1949 in Waterloo, Black Hawk
County, lowa. Their marriage was the first for both. Earl would have been 26 years old at his next birthday and
Jeanne would have been 33 years old. There were identified as White. Harve’s nationality is identified as Dutch-
American and Jeanne’s is identified as German-Irish. Earl’s occupation is listed as welder and no occupation is
listed for Jeanne. Harvey’s place of birth is listed as Oelwein, lowa and his parents are identified as Harvey B.
Decker and Minnie Haun (deceased). Jeanne’s place of birth is listed as Warren, Minnesota and her parents are
identified as Emil Gl Kramer (deceased) and Kate Kilfagle (deceased). When they married, Earl’s place of res-
idence was 2530 W. 3, Waterloo, lowa and Jeanne’s was 1811 E. 4%

Harvey and Minnie (Haun) Decker appear on the 1930 Census with their son, Earl.*® Harvey B. is identified as
head of house and Minnie is identified as his wife.*® Earl E is identified as their son.** Harvey was 29 years old
as of his last birthday.*> Minnie was also 29 as of her last birthday and Earl was 6 years 0ld.*** According to the
Census, Harvey and Minnie were both 22 years old when they married.*** Harvey and Minnie could read and
write.* Harvey’s occupation is listed as an electric welder in a factory.**® There is no occupation listed for Min-
nie.*’” Harvey is listed as being born in Towa, but both of his parents are listed as being born in Illinois.**® Minnie
is listed as being born in Kansas.*® Her father is listed as being born in Illinois, but her mother is listed as being
born in Ohio.>® Earl is listed as being born in Iowa.>%

Harvey and Minnie Decker lived and died in the Waterloo, lowa area.>® Harvey worked for John Deere in Wa-
terloo.>%3

At some point, Earl and Jeanne Decker were divorced. Earl’s death certificate showed that he was divorced.
The information found in Earl’s death certificate was furnished by Ruth Snyder of the same address (611 Adrian
Street) in Waterloo. It is uncertain at this time what Ruth’s relationship was to Earl, if any.
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Independence, Harvey Decker,
Waterloo, Ralph Decker and Mrs.
Rose Carpenter, Oelwein, Mrs. dren.
Bessie Rankin and Mrs. Bernice

Earl Decker never married and did not have any chil-
504

g . Earl Ernest Decker died at his home on January 24, 1994
Slg.hn’ Laurens; 1,1 grandChlldre‘n; in Waterloo, Black Hawk County, lowa and is buried in
23 great gr andchildren; and two Wilson Cemetery, Independence, Towa.>® Earl’s birth
half-brothers, John Fuller of Wat- ..o indicates his name was Earl Edward Decker. Earl’s
erloo and Ben Fuller of Kansas. death record does not indicate a cause of death.> Earl

achieved the eleventh grade education and at his death, his
occupation was listed as a laborer at a service station.>®” Earl’s residence was 611 Adrian Street, Waterloo, Black

Hawk County, Iowa.>%® Earl was a Untied States citizen and had served in the Armed Forces.*® He was di-

vorced.”™® His death record indicates he was born April 17, 1906 in Oelwein, lowa and that his parents were

Harvey Decker and Minnie Haun.®' Ruth Snyder provided the information in Earl’s death record.>*

Earl E. Decker and his mother, Minnie L. (Haun) Decker share a common headstone. Their headstone shows
the following information: Earl E. Decker, 1923-1994, son; and Minnie L. Decker, 1900-1945, mother.

Harvey Decker’s wife was Minnie Lauddy Haun. Minnie Lauddy (Haun) Decker died of malignant tumor of
the brain - carcinoma on October 31, 1945 in the hospital in Waterloo, Black Hawk County, lowa and was buried
in Wilson Cemetery, Independence,>** Buchanan County, lowa. Minnie was a 45 year old housewife when she
died.>** She was married to Harvey B. Decker, age 46, when she died.”™ At her death, Minnie’s residence was
in Waterloo where she had lived for 22 years.>'® Her death record indicates she was born September 23, 1900 in
Smith County Kansas and that her parents were John Haun, born in Colorado, and Emma Brew, born in Col-
orado.®”” Harvey B. Decker provided the information in Minnie’s Death Record.>*® Harvey’s address was 2530

504 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns and Josephine (Van Laarhoven) Reinhold.
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DEATHS

MRS. HARVEY B. DECKER.
Mrs. Harvey B. Decker, 45, of
2530 West Third street, died at
5:50 p. m. Wednesday in her
home, where she had been ill for
the past three months with car-
cinoma.

Resident of Waterloo for the
past 37 years, she was born
Minnie Lauddy Haun, Sept. 23,
1900 in Smith county, Kan.,
daughter of John and Emma
Haun, and moved with her fam-
ily to Haxtun, Colo. as a young
girl. She came to Waterloo to
live when she was 18. On Aug.
21, 1922, she was married to
Harvey B. Decker of Oelwein,
Ia.

She was a member of United
Brethren Church.

Surviving are her husband; one
son, Sgt. Earl, now on his way
here from Lowden, Wash., hav-
ing recently returned from army
service in the Pacific; four
brothers, Charles Haun, Smith
Center, Kan; John, Charles,
both of Haxtun, Colo, and
Robert, Pueblo Colo, and three
sisters, Mrs. Mary Corder,
Mabel Haun and Mrs Carri Hill,
all of Haxtun

The body was taken to Kearns
Garden chapel.

HARVEY B. DECKER
Harvey Berton Decker, 54, of
2530 W. 3rd St., died of a cere-
bral hemorrhage Thursday at
4:45 a.m. at Scott Convalescent
Home. He had been ill since
1952 when he retired from duty
at the John Decere Waterloo
Tractor Works where he was a
welder 26 years.

Mr. Decker was  born
June6,1900, at Independence, a
son of, William and Eliza Jane
Decker. He was first married at
Oelwein to Minnie Haun who
died in October of 1945. He was
married a second time May 11,
1946, at Des Moines to Doris
Fleming who survives. He was
a member of the Graves Evan-
gelical united Brethren church.

Surviving are his wife, a son,
Earl, of 520 Boston Ave., and a
brother, Ralph Decker of Oel-
wein, as well as five sisters.

They are Mrs. Bernice Sigln of
Maywood Addition, Mrs. Stella
Downing of Independence, Mrs.
Bessie Rankin of Laurens, Mrs.
Rosie Carpenter of Oelwein and
Mrs. Nora Reinhold of Med-
ford, Wis. He was preceded in
death by his parents and one sis-
ter.

Arrangements for the last rites
are pending at the Locke Fu-
neral Home.

DEATHS
A. LEE BRADELY, PAGE 3.

HARVEY B. DECKER
Funeral services for Harvey
Berton Decker, who died Thurs-
day at the age of 54, will be at 2
p. m. Saturday at the Locke fu-
neral home. The Rev. Russell S.
Dunlop, pastor of Graves Evan-
gelical United Brethren church.
will officiate. Burial will be at
Midwest Garden of Memories.
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W. Third Street,>*® which was the Scott Convalescent Home.

Harvey Burton Decker married Doris Lorena (White) Fleming on May 11, 1946 in Des Moines, Polk County,
Towa. Minnie died and Harvey married a lovely lady named Doris.** Doris was the daughter of Morris White
and Birdie O’donnell. Doris was born April 17, 1906 in Lynnville, Iowa, and died April 27, 2000 in Waterloo,
Black Hawk County, lowa and is buried at Garden of Memories - Waterloo, lowa. Harvey and Doris did not
have any children.®?! Harvey Berton Decker died of cerebral vascular accident (?) antecedent causes were beni__
hyper  c.v.ol __ onJuly 29, 1954 at the Scott Convalescent home, Waterloo, Black Hawk County, lowa?
and 1s buried at Midwest Garden of Memories - Waterloo, Iowa.

Harvey died within three days of the onset of his cause of death.’>* No autopsy was performed.>** Apparently,
the antecedent causes of his death had been ongoing for more than two years.’> Harvey was 54 years old when
he died.*?¢ His social security number was 481-10-5989.52" Prior to his death, Harvey had lived 26 years in Wa-
terloo.’® His last residence was 2530 West 3rd Street, Waterloo, Iowa.’” Harvey was a United States citizen,
but never served in the Armed Forces.’*° He was a retired welder in a tractor works.>*! When Harvey died, he
was married>*? His death record indicates he was born June 6, 1900 in Iowa, and that his parents were William
Decker and Eliza Jane Hare.>** Mrs. Harvey B. Decker provided the information in Harvey’s death record.3*
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Doris Lorena (White) (Fleming) Decker died on April 27, 2000 at the age of 94 and was buried in Midwest Gar-
den of Memories, Waterloo, Iowa.>*® Her cause of death is identified as respiratory failure - 6 weeks & other -
idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, pneumonia.>*® She was in the Ravenwood Nursing & Rehab Center Waterloo,
Black Hawk County, lowa when she died.>®” Her usual residence was 420 Dawson Street, Waterloo, Black Hawk
County, Towa.>3® Doris was a widow.>** She achieved and eight grade education.>® Her occupation is listed as a
clerk in a fish market.>* She was a United States citizen, but she did not serve in the Armed Services.>* Her
death record indicates she was born April 17, 1906 in Lynnville, lowa, and her parents were Morris O. White
and Birdie F. ODonnell.>* Doris’ race was identified as White.>* Dorothy F. Stokes of 420 Dawson St. Waterloo,
Iowa provided the information in Doris Decker’s death Record, perhaps Dorothy was a daughter from a previous
marriage.>*

Bessie (Decker) Rankin
William Henry and Eliza Jane Decker’s daughter
Bessie Decker was born May 12, 1900 in Independence, lowa. She married Fay R. Rankin on August 3, 1920
in Independence, Buchanan County, lowa.>*® They were married by Rev. J. K. Hawkins, pastor of M.E. Church
and the witnesses to their marriage were 1. S. Rankin and Wm Decker.>”” Their marriage was the first for both.>*
In the Affidavit attached to their Return of Marriage dated August 3, 1920, Wm Decker swears the following:
Fay R. Rankin, 20, of Fairbank and Bessie I. Decker, 17, of Oran, lowa.>* When they married, Fay would have
been 21 at his next birthday and Bessie would have been 18.5° Their Return of Marriage indicates Fay’s occu-
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pation was a fireman RR, but does not list an occupation for Bessie.>! Fay was living in Fairbank, lowa when
they married and Bessie was living in Oran, Iowa.>>? Both are identified as White Americans.>* Fay was born
in Searsboro, lowa and his parents are identified as Isaac Scott Rankin and Diana Huson.>** Bessie was born in
Independence, Towa and her parents are identified as Wm Decker and Eliza Jane Hare.>>>

Fay and Bessie (Decker) Rankin also owned an apartment house in California and lived in California for a few
years before returning to lowa.>*® Fay drove heavy equipment and did very well financially.>*” Fay Rankin dug
the trenches in which the gas line for Oelwein, lowa is buried.>*® Fay and Bessie Rankin lived and died in the
Laurens, Pocahontas County, lowa area.> They are buried around the Laurens area.>®°

Fay and Bessie (Decker) Rankin appear of the 1930 Census for Oelwein City, Jefferson Township, Fayette
County, Iowa.*! Fay was 29 years old and identified as head of house.>®? Bessie was 27 and identified as Fay’s
wife.*®3 There were no children listed. Bessie and Fay could both read and write.>®* The Census indicates that
Fay was 20 when he married Bessie and Bessie was 18.% Both Fay and Bessie were born in Iowa.>®® Fay’s
father was born in Iowa, but his mother was born in Illinois.>®” Bessie’s father was born in Pennsylvania and her
mother was born in New York.>® Fay’s occupation is listed as brakeman on the railroad.>®® No occupation is
listed for Bessie.>”°
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Bessie I. Rankin Bessie (Decker) Rankin’s Obituary was published in the Waterloo Courier
Services for Bessie I. Rankin, 86, of and has been retype:

Laurens, formerly of Waterloo, will be
10:30 a.m. Monday at Smith Funeral
Home, Laurens, with burial in Washing-
ton Cemetery, Havelock.

Bessie I. (Decker) Rankin is buried in the Washington Cemetery, Havelock,
Pocahontas County, lowa. Fay R. Rankin is probably buried in the same

cemetery.
She died Thursday evening (Aug. 3) at
the Pocohantas Community Hospital of
natural causes.

She was born Nov. 27, 1902, at Inde-
pendence, daughter of William and
Eliza Hare Decker. She married Fay
Rankin Aug. 3, 1920, at independence.
They lived in Oelwein and Waterloo be-
fore moving to Laurens in the 1940s.

Survivors include her husband; two sis-
ters, Rosa Law Of Oelwein and Bernice
Siglin of Hubert, N.C.; she was pre-
ceded in death by three sisters and two
brothers.

Bessie I. Rankin’s Obituary
Waterloo Courier

At O
Tadependence—tovs
Rose Belle Decker
William Henry and Eliza Jane Decker’s daughter
Rose Belle Decker was born February 26, 1881 in , lowa. Rosa Belle Decker was born November

20, 1904 in Independence, Buchanan County, lowa.

On September 4, 1922 George 1. Carpenter and Rosa Belle Decker were married in Independence, Buchanan
County, lowa by Rev. J. K. Hawkins, pastor of M. E. Church.>’* The witnesses to their marriage were Oscar
Reinhold and Jane Decker.>’? Oscar Reinhold was Rosa’s brother-in-law and Jane Decker was Rosa’s mother.
Wm Decker signed an Affidavit dated September 2, 1922 stating that George 1. Carpenter was 41 of Fairbank
and Rosa Belle Decker was 17 of Oelwein, lowa.>”® Apparently, Rosa’s parents had to consent to the marriage
as the parents’ consent was on file.>”* Their Return of Marriage indicates that George would have been 42 at his
next birthday and Rosa would have been 18 at hers.>”> Both George and Rosa are identified as White Ameri-
cans.””® Their marriage was the first for both.>”” George living in Fairbank, lowa and his occupation was farm-

571 George 1. and Rosa Belle Carpenter’s Marriage Record, No. 2372, Marriage Book 17, page 459, Buchanan County

Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.
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576 George 1. and Rosa Belle Carpenter’s Marriage Record, No. 2372, Marriage Book 17, page 459, Buchanan County

Courthouse, Recorders Office, Independence, lowa.
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ing.*”® Rosa lived in Oelwein, Iowa and no occupation is listed for her.”® George was born in Bremer County,
Iowa and Rosa was born in Buchanan County, lowa.>® George’s parents are identified as George Carpenter and
Juda M. Haun.*8! Rosa’s parents are identified as Wm Decker and Jane Hare.>®?

George Carpenter, Jr. appears on the 1920 Census for Franklin Township, Bremer County, lowa.>® George is
shown living with his parents, George, age 71 and Judid M., age 61, and one sister, Maud B., age 16 and a
brother, Walter R., age 19.58* George Carpenter, Jr. was 37 years old and single.>® The Census was taken in Jan-
uary 1920°% and George married Rosa Decker in September 1922.87

Rose Decker married George Carpenter, an older man and a kindly person.>® He loved his young bride, setting
her up well financially.>® Rose, also known as Rosie, and George Carpenter had one daughter, Evelyn.>® George
and Rose farmed south of Highway 3, around Fairbanks, lowa.>!

Evelyn Wauneta Carpenter was born September 23, 1923 in Ocelwein, Fayette County, [owa.>? Her parents were
George Carpenter a farmer, age 21and Rosie Decker a housewife, age 18.5°3 George’s age as shown on Evelyns
birth documents is incorrect.>*George was 42 years old when Evelyn was born.>% Evelyn’s birth was describe
as legitimate.>® George’s place of birth was Bremer County, lowa and Rosie’s was Buchanan County, lowa.>’
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At the time Evelyn was born, George and Rosie Carpenter were living in Fairbank, lowa.>® Both George and
Rosie are described as White in Evelyn’s birth record.>*

Apparently, Evelyn Wauneta Carpenter married a man with the last name Tharp.®® It is unknown where this
marriage took place.®® Possibly, Los Angeles County, California.®®> However, Evelyn died in Los Angeles
County, California.®® The social security death index shows Evelyn’s last residence as 91402 Tujunga, Los An-
geles County, California.®® The index shows that Evelyn was born September 23, 1923 and died in April 1984.6%
The index indicates Evelyn Tharp’s social security number was 485-22-7077 and was issued before 1951.5%
California Deaths (1940-97) indicates that Evelyn Waunita Tharp was born Sept 23, 1923 in lowa and died April
28, 1984 in Los Angeles.®” Evelyn and her husband had no children in their marriage. Last residence was Tu-
junga, Los Angeles County, California. California Deaths (1940-97) also indicates that Evelyn’s mother’s maiden
name was Decker and her father’s last name was Carpenter.®®

George and Rosa Carpenter appear on the 1930 Census Franklin Township, Bremer County, lowa with their
daughter, Evelin W.%% George was 48 years old and listed as head of house.®?° Rosa B. was 25 and shown as his
wife.®!! Evelin was 6 years old and listed as their daughter.®?2 George and Rosa could read and write.®!* George’s
occupation was listed as farmer, general farming, but no occupation is listed for Rosa.®'* Rosa was listed as
being born in lowa.®?® Her father is listed as being born in Illinois and her mother in Nebraska.®'® Evelin is shown
as having been born in Iowa.®"”

George Israel Carpenter died at his home on September 11, 1956 from coronary occlusion and was buried on
September 15, 1956 in Grove Hill Cemetery, rural Oran.®*® George’s residence was 225 8" Ave. S.W., Oelwein,
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Fayette County, Iowa where he had lived for 12 years.®?® George was 75 years old, married and retired from
farming when he died.5° His death record indicates George was born February 26, 1881 in Bremer County,
Towa and he did not serve in the Armed Forces.®?* His wife, Mrs. George I. Carpenter provided the information
in his death record.®??

After George Carpenter died, Rosie (Decker) (Carpenter) remarried and moved to California to help her daughter,
Evelyn, who had a stroke and passed away.®?® Evelyn probably lived in Los Angeles County, California.®*
Rosie’s second husband’s name and anything about him is unknown, other than his last name must have been
Law since Rosie’s last name was Law when she remarried the third time. It is unknown where Rosie married
her second husband. Rosie eventually returned to Oelwein, Iowa with only the clothes in her suitcase.®” She
eventually was put into a nursing home due to her diabetes.?

George Carpente’s Obituary was published in the Oelwein Register on September 12, 1956 and is retype as fol-
lows:

Rose (Decker) (Carpenter) (Law) fell in love again with an elderly gentleman by the name of Larry Williams.®?’

Both were severe diabetics.®”® At ages eighty-seven, they moved out of the nursing home and into Larry William’s
home.?”® They were married shortly thereafter.*° However, Rosie and Larry could not take care of themselves.5!
Rosie became very ill and was returned to the nursing home once more.®*? Larry lived with his daughter or
daughter-in-law who looked after him.®*3 Rose did not have any children from her 2™ & 3™ marriages.5*

On September 12, 1991, Lawrence Albert Williams (b: 03/03/1911) and Rosa Bell Law (b: 11/20/1904) applied
for a marriage license.®®> At the time they applied for the license, Lawrence and Rosa were living together at
96™ Street N.E. Oelwein lowa.®*® Their Certificate of Marriage dated September 25, 1991 indicates Rosa’s birth
date was November 20, 1904 and her parents were William Decker and Eliza Jane Hare.%®” Their Marriage Cer-
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George Carpenter

Funeral Saturday

A retired farmer of the Fairbank and
Oelwein community George Israel Car-
penter, 75, died Tuesday at 1;15 p.m. at
his residence, 225 8th Ave. S. W.

Funeral services will be held Saturday
afternoon at 2:00 at Brant funeral
chapel, Dr. M. B. Green officiating.
Burial will be in Grove Hill cemetery
near Oran. The body lies in state at
Brant funeral home.

Mr. Carpenter, who moved to Oelwein
from a farm northwest of Fairbanks in
1944, is survived by his wife, the for-
mer Rosie Decker, and a daughter, Mrs.
Evelyn Tharp, Vista, Calif.

Also, six sisters, Mrs. Lillian Flem-
ming, Faveite; Mrs. W. F. Adams, Ar-
lington; Mrs Rosie Fox, Oelwein; Mrs.
Daisy Ruehner, Waterloo and Mrs. Es-
tella Fox, Fairbank. Also, a brother,
Walter Carpenter, Fairbank.

Mr. Carpenter was born Feb. 26, 1881
in Bremer county, the son of George
and Judid Haun Carpenter.

tificate indicates Lawrence Albert Williams and Rosa Bell Law were married
on September 22, 1991 and when they were married, they were living together
at 96 Street N.E. Oelwein Iowa.%38

Rosa B. (Decker) (Carpenter) (Law) Williams died March 23, 1995 at the
Oelwein Health Care Center, Oelwein, Fayette County, lowa and was buried
in Grove Hill Cemetery on Highway 3, west of Oelwein, lowa, Rural Read-
lyn, Iowa.5% Rosa was 90 years old on her last birthday and she died from ar-
teriosclerotic heart disease due to diabetic mellitus.®*° Rosa was a homemaker
and married when she passed away.5*! Her social security number was 484-
26-5631.%42 She was a United States citizen, but did not serve in the Armed
Forces.5 Her race was identified as White and she achieved an 8" grade ed-
ucation.®** Her death certificate indicates she was born November 20, 1904
in Independence, lowa, and that her parents were William Decker and Liza
Jane Hare.®*> Her last residence was 96™ Street N.E., Oelwein, lowa 50662.5%6
Her husband, Lawrence Williams, provided the information in her death cer-
tificate.®’

Lawrence A. Williams died on September 11, 1997 of a cardiac arrest at the
Oelwein Care Center, Oelwein, Fayette County, lowa and buried in the Floral
Hills Cemetery, rural Oelwein.®*® Floral Hills Memorial Gardens is in Hazle-
ton, Buchanan County, lowa. Lawrence was 86 years old and a widower.%%°
Lawrence was born March 3, 1911 in Linden, Iowa and achieved an 8" grade
education.®*® His parents were Albert Williams and Clara Farham.®! His oc-
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cupation was a laborer with the railroad.®*? Lawrence was a United States citizen, but he did not serve in the
Armed Forces.®3

Lawrence and Rosa (Decker) (Carpenter) (Law) William’s Obituaries were published in the Oelwein Daily Reg-
ister®4 and are retype as follows

652 Lawrence A. William’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 1997, page 0923-3, Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders
office, West Union, lowa.

653 Lawrence A. William’s Death Record, Deaths, Book 1997, page 0923-3, Fayette County Courthouse, Recorders
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654 Lawrence and Rosa William’s Obituaries, Oelwein Daily Register, March 25, 1995 and Oelwein Daily Register,
September 13, 1999.
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Bernice Decker
William Henry and Eliza Jane Decker’s daughter

Rosa Williams . . .

OELWEIN B Funeral services for Rosa B. Law
Williams will be 10:30 a.m., Monday, March 27, at
the Jamison-Schmitz Funeral Home in Oelwein, with
the Rev. Brian Hartman officiating. Burial will be in
Grove Hill Cemetery, rural Readlyn.

Friends may call from 2 until 6 p.m., Sunday and for
one hour before the service Monday at the funeral
home.

Mrs. Williams, 90, died Thursday evening, March 23,
at the Oelwein Heath Care Center, following a short
illness.

She was born Nov. 20, 1904, in rural Independence,
the daughter of William and Liza Jane (Hare) Decker.
She was married George Israel Carpenter, who died
Sept. 11, 1956. She married Lawrence A. Williams,
Sept. 22, 1991 in Oelwein. She was a homemaker and
a member of the Lighthouse Assembly of God Church
in Oelwein. She had been a resident of Oelwein health
Care Center since March 11, 1992.

Survivors include her husband, L.A. Williams of Oel-
wein; one sister, Bernice Siglin of Hilbert, N.C.; and
nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents; first hus-
band; a daughter, Evelyn Thorp; two brothers, Ralph
and Harvey Decker; and four sisters, Ella Miller,
Stella Downing, Nora Reinhold, Bessie Reinkin.

Bernice Decker was born January 29, 1913 in lowa.®® Her parents were William Decker and Eliza Jane Hare,
though Bernice’s Return of Marriage says Wm Decker and Jane Hare.

George L. Siglin appears on the 1930 Census for Cedar Falls, Black Hawk County, lowa with his parents.

Lawrence A. Williams

OELWEIN B Funeral services for Lawrence A.
Williams will be 11 a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 16, at Floral
Hills Chapel Funeral Home, rural Hazleton, with the
Rev. Brian Hartman of Lighthouse Assembly of God
Church, officiating. Burial will be in Floral Hills Me-
morial Gardens.

Friends may call from 9 a.m. until service time Tues-
day.

Mr. Williams, 86, died of natural causes Thursday
evening Sept. 11, 1997, at Oelwein Health Care Cen-
ter.

He was born March 3, 1911, in Linden, the son of Al-
bert and Clara Farham Williams. He married Mary
Elsbury on Dec. 29, 1929, in Perry. Mr. Williams had
worked 20 years for the railroad. He was a member of
Lighthouse Assembly of God Church, Oelwein.

Survivors include one son, Mark of Elko, Nev.; two
daughters, Helen Surline of Prttsford, N.Y., and Ruth
Green of Grass Valley, Calif.; two sisters, Sally Willis
of pleasant Hill, and Ada Kuiters of Statton, Ore.; and
14 grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his parents; his wife,
Mary; two sons, Lawrence and Phillip; one grandson;
and three brothers, Elmer (1978), Howard (1982), and
Clarence (1989).
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George is identified as 25 years old and single.®>® His occupation is listed as laborer working for a construction
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company. *° George’s parents are identified as Jacob B. and Cora C. Siglin.®®! Jacob is identified 75 years old
655 Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns; Social Security Death Index.
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and as head of household.®®? His occupation is listed as switchman. Jacob’s wife, Cora, is identified as 48 years
old with no occupation.®®

Since George and Bernice (Decker) Siglin’s marriage record indicates that their marriage was George’s second
and Bernice’s first,%®* George would have had to marry and divorce his first wife between April 11, 1930, the
date the 1930 Census was taken,®®> and before March 31, 1934, the day he married Bernice.®®

Bernice Decker married George L. Siglin on March 31, 1934 at Cedar heights, Black Hawk County, Iowa.®’
The witnesses to their marriage were Harvey B. Decker and Minnie L. Decker,*® Bernice’s brother and his wife.
Their marriage was George’s second and Bernice’s first.®®° At the time they were married, George was living at
R#2, Cedar Falls, lowa and Bernice was living in Oelwein, Iowa.®”® George Siglin would have been 28 years
old on his next birthday and Bernice would have been 21 on hers.®”* Both Bernice and George are identified as
White Americans.®”> George’s occupation is listed as laborer, Raths.®”® George was born in Rogers Mills, Okla-
homa and Bernice was born in Fairbanks, lowa.®’* George’s parents are identified as Jacob Siglin and Cora
Sturch.” Bernice’s parents are identified as Wm Decker and Jane Hare.57
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George and Bernice (Decker) Siglin had one daughter.®”” Shirley June Siglin was born December 14, 1934 in
Waterloo, Black Hawk County, lowa.®”® Bernice developed severe diabetes with the pregnancy.®”® At the time of
Shirley’s birth, Bernice and George were residing at 4907 Randall Street in Waterloo, Iowa.®® George Siglin
worked in a factory in Waterloo.%8!

Carrie Lucille (Reinhold) Kerns worked for George and Bernice Siglin the summer before the birth of their
daughter.%®? Also, William and Eliza Jane Decker lived with George and Bernice Siglin before and after the
birth of their daughter.®® However, it is not known how long William and Eliza Jane Decker lived with the
Siglins.®8

George and Bernice (Decker) Siglin lived in Waterloo, Iowa.®® After their daughter, Shirley, joined the United
States Marine Corp., Bernice and George moved to a town near Camp Lejeune, North Caroline.®® Shirley was
stationed at Camp Lejeune, North Caroline and married a man in the military.®®” Shirley last name is possibly
Trout.

George Siglin passed away when his daughter, Shirley, was in her late thirties.®® George died before Bernice
and both died close to Camp Lejeune, North Caroline.®® George Siglin is buried in one of the Waterloo, lowa
cemeteries, but it is not known where Bernice is buried.%%°

According to the Social Security Death Index, both George and Bernice (Decker) Siglin’s last residence was in
Swansboro, Onslow County, North Carolina and both of their last benefit payments went to Hubert, Onslow
County, North Carolina.®" Bernice’s social security number was 482-22-0921 and George’s was 481-10-8459.59
The Social Security Death Index indicates that George was born April 2, 1905 and died October 1979; and Ber-
nice was born January 29, 1913 and died January 11, 1999.%3 Also, the index indicates that both George and
Bernice Siglin’s social security numbers were issued in lowa.®**
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